


 

 

 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________ 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Legislative Oversight Commission on Education Accountability 
 
FROM: Chancellor James L. Skidmore 
 
DATE: January 8, 2006 
 
RE: HEPC and CCTCE Series 20, Authorization of Degree Granting 

Institutions 
  
 
In December 2004, the Higher Education Policy Commission and Council for 
Community and Technical College Education completed a report for the Legislative 
Oversight Commission on Education Accountability on current policies relating to the 
licensing and oversight of both public and private degree-granting and non-degree 
granting entities providing postsecondary education programs or courses within the 
state or from locations outside the state through distance learning or any technology 
methods.  One of the major conclusions in the report was the need to strengthen Series 
20, Authorization of Degree Granting Institutions, to give the Commission and Council 
greater oversight of the process of authorization for external higher education 
institutions seeking to operate in West Virginia. 
 
While the Commission has responsibility for authorization of higher education 
institutions offering courses or degree programs above the associate level to operation 
in West Virginia, the Council has responsibility for colleges which offer courses and 
degree programs not above the associate level.  For those colleges and universities 
desiring to operate in West Virginia which offer associate degree and higher level 
degree programs, the Commission in collaboration with the Council exercises authority. 
 
Series 20 has been revised and strengthens the oversight authority of the Commission 
and Council for higher education institutions desiring to operate in West Virginia. 

 
 

 



Summary 
Legislative Rule 

West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission 
and 

West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education 
 

Series 20 
Authorization of Degree Granting Institutions 

 
Series 20, Authorization of Degree Granting Institutions, is the rule by which the 

Higher Education Policy Commission exercises responsibility for the approval of any 
higher education institution which desires to offer programs or courses of higher 
learning in the State of West Virginia.  This rule has been (1) converted from a 
procedural to a legislative rule and (2) modified to give the Commission greater 
oversight of the process of authorization for external higher education institutions 
seeking to operate in West Virginia. 

 
The Council for Community and Technical College Education has proposed a 

companion rule to Series 20.  The Community and Technical College System rule has 
essentially the same process for approval of external institutions that desire to operate 
in West Virginia, but the Community and Technical College System rule applies only to 
two-year institutions.   

 
While the Commission has responsibility for authorization of higher education 

institutions offering courses or degree programs above the associate level to operate in 
West Virginia, the Council has responsibility for colleges which offer courses and 
degree programs not above the associate level.  For those colleges and universities 
desiring to operate in West Virginia which offer associate degree and higher level 
degree programs, the Commission in collaboration with the Council exercises authority. 
 

Major changes in the two rules are as follows: 
 
1. Conversion of the current rule from a procedural rule to a legislative rule.  

Such modification gives provisions of the rule the force of law. 
 
2. Inclusion of new criteria for award of initial state authorization (Section 9.3; 

CCTCE, 8.3).  An institution seeking to locate in West Virginia must meet 
certain essential conditions or determined by the Commission/Council in 
addition to holding appropriate accreditation status.  The addition of this 
section is, perhaps, the most significant change in the rule.  It strengthens 
the Commission’s role in the processing of authorization requests. 

 
3. Continuation of oversight for institutions offering courses or degree 

programs above the associate level.  Oversight authority for institutions 
offering course or degree programs at the associate level only rests with 
the Council for Community and Technical College Education. 



 
4. The definition of “physical presence”, one of the conditions which is a 

determinant of Higher Education Policy Commission/Council oversight 
authority, has been expanded (Section 3.8). 

 
5. Any West Virginia independent college which is required to modify its 

accreditation status with the Higher Learning Commission of the North 
Central Association as the result of a change in ownership or change in 
operational status to a for-profit institution must seek Higher Education 
Policy Commission approval for the change(s) (Section 4.1.1). 

 
6. An institution desiring to locate in West Virginia must first register with the 

Secretary of State’s office (Section 6.1). 
 
7. The surety bond provision is revised to allow for flexibility in the bond 

amount from $10,000 to $50,000 (Section 7.4). 
 
8. An institution seeking initial authorization must pay an application fee of 

$2,000 (Section 10.7.1; CCTCE 9.7.1). 
 
9. Documentation review procedures for the processing of institutional 

authorization requests are specifically delineated and permit the 
Commission staff to conduct a site visit (Section 10.7.1.3; CCTCE 
9.7.1.3). 

 
10. The bases for a Higher Education Policy Commission decision to 

terminate authorization have been expanded and are specifically 
delineated (Section 11.2.2; CCTCE 10.2.2). 

 
11. Sections on establishment of guidelines for advertising and distribution of 

promotional materials (Section 14; CCTCE 13) and institutional appeal of 
Higher Education Policy Commission/Council for Community and 
Technical College Education decisions (Section 12; CCTCE 11) have 
been added. 

 



 

TITLE 133 
 

LEGISLATIVE RULE 
 

WEST VIRGINIA HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY COMMISSION 
 

SERIES 20 
 

AUTHORIZATION OF DEGREE GRANTING INSTITUTIONS 
 

1.  GENERAL 
 

1.1.  Scope: This rule establishes the policy regarding accreditation and 
approval of degree-granting institutions which offer 
degrees above the associate level. 

 
1.2.  Authority: W. Va. Code §18B-4-7 

 
1.3.  Filing Date: October 27, 2005  

 
1.4.  Effective Date:  

 
1.5.  Repeal of Former Rule: Repeals and replaces  Title 133, Series 20 which had an 

effective date of August 10, 2002. 
 
2. PURPOSE 
 

2.1 The West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission is responsible for the 
approval of any institution, association or organization within the state which 
desires to offer programs or courses of higher learning in the State of West 
Virginia.  Prior to offering any course or degree program above the associate 
level in the State, the entity shall apply to the Commission for authorization to 
operate in the State.  The Commission shall consult with the West Virginia 
Council for Community and Technical College Education when an entity desires 
to offer associate level programs in addition to courses and programs above the 
associate level.  The provisions of this rule shall also apply to any course or 
programs delivered in the State by an out-of-state institution via distance 
education-based instruction if the institution will have a physical presence in the 
State. 

 
3. DEFINITIONS 
 

3.1  "Commission" means the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission. 
 
3.2  “Council” means the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College 

Education. 
 

3.3  "Institution of higher education" means any person, firm, corporation, association, 
agency, institute, trust or other entity of any nature whatsoever offering education 
beyond the secondary level which: 

 



 

 - offers courses or programs of study or instruction which lead to or which 
may reasonably be understood to be applicable toward a degree; or 

- operates a facility as a college or university or other entity of whatever 
kind which offers degrees or other indicia of a level of educational 
attainment beyond the secondary school level; or 

- uses the term "college" or "university," or words of like meaning, in its 
name or in any manner in connection with its academic affairs or 
business. 

 
3.4  "Degree" means any earned award conferred by a higher educational institution 

which represents satisfactory completion of the requirements of a program, or 
course of study, or any instruction beyond or apart from the secondary level of 
greater duration than eleven months of full-time study. 

 
3.5  "Degree program" means a curriculum or course of study of greater duration than 

eleven months of full-time study in a discipline or field that leads to a degree. 
 

3.6  "Course" means a formally organized, structured series of meetings open to the 
general public for which a fee is charged, and for which credit toward a degree 
either is awarded or may reasonably be understood to be applicable to a degree 
with the intent of imparting information or understanding at a level appropriate to 
a postsecondary audience. 

 
3.7 "Distance education" means the delivery of any course or degree programs by 

which the primary mode of delivery to a site is television, videocassette, film, 
computer or other telecommunications devices. 

 
3.8 “Physical Presence” means an institution employs in West Virginia any person or 

persons for the purpose of administering, coordinating, teaching, training, 
tutoring, counseling, advising, recruiting, or any other activity on behalf of the 
sponsoring organization.  Such activity would include advertising, promotional 
material, or public solicitation in any form that targets West Virginia residents 
through distribution or advertising in the State.  In addition, the institution has 
physical presence in West Virginia if it delivers, or plans to deliver, instruction in 
West Virginia, and receives assistance from any other organization within the 
state in delivering the instruction, such as, but not limited to, a cable television 
company or a television broadcast station that carries instruction sponsored by 
the institution. 

 
3.9 “Private college or university” means an institution which is "doing business or 

maintaining a place of business in the State of West Virginia" which offers 
courses of instruction or study wherein credits may be earned toward a degree in 
a field of endeavor.  A publicly-supported college or university in another state 
will be treated as a "private college or university" and will be authorized to offer 
courses of instruction toward a degree, degree credits, or degrees if it qualifies 
under the criteria for such institutions.  An institution that employs an agent or 
representative in West Virginia and delivers instruction by any means within the 
State shall be regarded as a private college or university and shall be authorized 
on the same basis as any other such institution. 

 
 



 

4. EXEMPTIONS 
 
 4.1 The provisions of the rule shall not be applicable to the following institutions: 
 
 4.1.1 Any existing institutions of higher education approved to operate in West 

Virginia prior to July 1, 2006.  Should any such institution, as the result of 
a change of ownership, or operational status from a non-profit to a for-
profit institution, be required to modify its accreditation status from the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association, such 
institution must secure approval for the change(s) from the Higher 
Education Policy Commission. 

 
  4.1.2 Correspondence, business, occupational and trade schools which 
 
   (a)   offer nothing higher than a specialized associate degree,  

  (b)   typically do not pursue regional accreditation, and  
(c) are regulated under West Virginia Code provisions (18B-2B-9) on 

correspondence, business, occupational and trade schools. 
 
  4.1.3 Out-of-state institutions: 
 

  (a) offering courses through brokering or other collaborative 
arrangements with a West Virginia public institution of higher 
education and which support programmatic offerings of the state 
institution; 

   
  (b) offering a short course or seminar in which the instruction for the 

segment takes no more than twenty classroom hours, or 
 

  (c) offering courses or programs on a military installation solely for 
military personnel or civilians employed on such installation. 

 
4.2 Each institution of higher education which claims to be exempt under the 

provisions of this section must file with the Commission such information as may 
be required by the Commission to determine whether the institution is exempt.  If 
the Commission determines that any institution is not exempt from the provisions 
of this rule, it shall notify the institution in writing with the reasons for the 
determination. 

 
5. PROHIBITIONS 
 

5.1 No person, firm, association, institution, trust corporation or other entity shall use 
in any manner within West Virginia the term "college" or "university" or any 
abbreviation thereof, or any words or terms tending to designate it as, or create 
the impression that it is an institution of higher education, unless it shall have 
obtained the appropriate approval as provided in this rule. 

 
5.2 This section shall not apply to any entity which used the term "college" or 

"university" prior to July 1, 2006. 
 

5.3 This section shall not apply to individual proprietorships, associations, co-



 

partnerships or corporations which use the words "college" or "university" in their 
training programs solely for their employees or customers, which do not offer 
degree granting programs, and whose name includes the word "college" or 
"university" in a context from which it clearly appears that such entity is not an 
educational institution. 

 
6. AUTHORIZATION TO OPERATE 
 
 6.1 An institution locating in West Virginia must register with the Secretary of State’s 
  office prior to making any application to the Commission for authorization. 
 

6.2 All private colleges and universities, private proprietary schools and seminaries 
or Bible colleges offering any degree above the associate level shall register with 
the Commission, shall meet the authorization criteria, and shall be granted 
authorization prior to offering any program of instruction, credit, or degree; 
opening a place of business; soliciting students or enrollees; or offering 
educational support services. 

 
6.3 All private colleges and private proprietary schools, with the exception of 

correspondence, business, occupational, and trade schools as defined in Series 
35, Correspondence, Business, Occupational and Trade Schools, of the Council 
for Community and Technical College Education, offering degrees not above the 
associate level shall register with the Council, shall meet the authorization 
criteria, and shall be granted authorization prior to offering any program of 
instruction, credit, or degree; opening a place of business; soliciting students or 
enrollees; or offering educational support services. 

 
6.4 Private colleges and universities and private proprietary schools offering 

associate level degrees and degrees above the associate level shall register with 
the Commission, shall meet the authorization criteria, and shall be granted 
authorization prior to offering any program of instruction, credit, or degree; 
opening a place of business; soliciting students or enrollees; or offering 
educational support services.  Granting of authorization of such institution is the 
responsibility of the Higher Education Policy Commission in consultation with the 
Council for Community and Technical College Education. 

 
6.5 Private colleges or universities and seminaries or Bible colleges shall be 

authorized under the provision of this rule.  Private proprietary schools exempted 
under the provisions of section 4 of this rule shall be governed by the provisions 
of Title 135, Series 35, Correspondence, Business, Occupational and Trade 
Schools, administered by the Council. 

 
6.6 Authorization is limited to those institutions that deliver instruction in West 

Virginia and have a physical presence in West Virginia. 
 
7. GRANTING OF AUTHORIZATION AND BOND REQUIREMENTS 
 

7.1 Authorization shall be granted upon presentation of adequate information by the 
postsecondary institution seeking authorization to the Commission.  As the first 
step toward authorization, representatives of a seminary or Bible college or a 
private college or university shall consult with the Director of Academic Affairs or 



 

designee prior to submission of required documentation.  No private college or 
university shall operate until it meets the essential conditions established by the 
Commission and defined in this rule. 

 
7.2 No private college or university shall operate until its accreditation is documented 

or its potential for accreditation is established and accepted by the Commission.  
Institutions authorized to operate pending full accreditation shall pursue full 
accreditation continuously and shall make reasonable and timely progress 
toward accreditation in order to retain authorization. 

 
7.3 No seminary or Bible college shall operate until the religious nature of the 

institution is documented and verified by the Commission.  
 
7.4 Before an institution of higher education is authorized under the provisions of 

section 10.7 of this rule, a surety bond must be provided by the institution.  The 
obligation of the bond will be that the institution, its officers, agents and 
employees will faithfully perform the terms and conditions of contracts for tuition 
and other instructional fees entered into between the institution and persons 
enrolling as students.  The bond shall be issued by a company authorized to do 
business in the state.  The bond shall be to the Commission in such form as 
approved by the Commission and is to be used only for payment of a refund of 
tuition and other instructional fees due a student or potential student.  The 
amount of the bond shall be $50,000 and shall be renewed annually.  The 
Commission, if it deems appropriate, may reduce the amount of the bond if an 
institution has less unearned tuition than $50,000, but in no event shall be less 
than $10,000. 

 
8. CRITERIA FOR AUTHORIZATION – SEMINARY OR BIBLE COLLEGE 
 

8.1 To qualify as a seminary or Bible college, an institution must qualify both as an 
institution of higher education as defined in section 3 of this rule and as a 
religious institution based on meeting each of the following criteria. 

 
8.1.1 Be a non-profit institution owned, controlled, and operated and 

maintained by a bona fide church or religious denomination, lawfully 
operating as a non-profit religious corporation. 

 
 8.1.2 Limit the educational program to the principles of that church or 

denomination, and the diploma or degree is limited to evidence of 
completion of that education. 

 
 8.1.3 Only grant degrees or diplomas in areas of study that contain on their 

face, in the written description of the title of the degree or diploma being 
conferred, a reference to the theological or religious aspect of the 
degree's subject area. 

 
 8.1.4 Not market, offer, or grant degrees or diplomas which are represented as 

being linked to a church or denomination, but which, in reality, are 
degrees in secular areas of study. 

 
 8.1.5 Have obtained exemption from property taxation under state law and shall 



 

have submitted a copy of the certificate of this exemption to the 
Commission. 

 
8.2 Additional evidence may be provided by an institution seeking to substantiate 

that the institution is a religious institution including: 
 

8.2.1 Evidence that the institution holds at least pre-accreditation status with 
one of the following nationally recognized accrediting associations: 

 
 (a)  The Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges; or 
 (b)  The Association of Advanced Rabbinical and Talmudic Schools; or 

(c) The Association of Theological Schools in the United States and 
Canada; or 

(d) Other appropriate accrediting association recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education and determined as appropriate by the 
Commission. 

 
 8.2.2 A statement of institutional mission clearly establishing the mission of the 

institution as solely religious, and curricula and degree, diploma, or  
certification programs that clearly support that mission singularly. 

 
8.2.3 Other appropriate, substantial, evidence of qualification for state 

authorization as a seminary or Bible college. 
 

8.3 An institution shall not be eligible for authorization as a seminary or Bible college 
if it offers degrees appropriate only for academic institutions, such as, but not 
limited to, Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science, Master of Arts or Master of  
Science, Doctor of Philosophy, or other degrees typically offered by academic 
institutions, regardless of curriculum of course content, unless the degree title 
includes the religious field of study (e.g., "Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies").  
Institutions authorized as seminaries and Bible colleges also shall not offer 
degrees associated with specific professional fields or endeavors not clearly and 
directly related to religious studies or occupations.  Examples of such degree 
titles are Bachelor of Business Administration or Master of Business 
Administration; Bachelor of Education, Master of Education or Doctor of 
Education; and Doctor of Psychology. 

 
8.4 An authorized seminary or Bible college, its educational programs, its degrees 

and diplomas, and its honorary degrees, have no state approval or recognition 
status whatsoever.  An institution operating under this authorization shall not 
state or imply by any means whatsoever that there exists any recognition by the 
state or by any agency or agent of the state of the education, documents 
awarded by the institution, or the institution itself, other than the institution's 
authorization to operate. 

 
9. CRITERIA FOR AUTHORIZATION – PRIVATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
 

9.1 A private college or university, under the provisions of this rule, is an institution 
which is "doing business or maintaining a place of business in the state of West 
Virginia" which offers courses of instruction or study wherein credits may be 
earned toward a degree in a field of endeavor.  A publicly-supported college or 



 

university in another state will be treated as a "private college or university" and 
will be authorized to offer courses of instruction toward a degree, degree credits, 
or degrees if it qualifies under the criteria for such institutions.  An institution that 
employs an agent or representative in West Virginia and delivers instruction by 
any means within the state shall be regarded as a private college or university 
and shall be authorized on the same basis as any other such institution. 

 
9.2 An institution seeking authorization to operate in West Virginia must meet the 

following essential conditions and accreditation standards established by the 
Commission.  To apply for preliminary state authorization the institution must 
provide to the Commission full documentation that demonstrates fulfillment of the 
essential conditions and the accreditation standards. 

 
9.3 Essential Conditions  

 
9.3.1 Familiarity with accreditation and state authorization policies and 

procedures 
 

The institution shall provide evidence that it is familiar with and 
understands accreditation procedures of the Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association or other appropriate 
body and state authorization policies and procedures.  The 
statement should indicate perceived strengths and weaknesses 
with respect to accreditation criteria and assess the capabilities of 
the institution in achieving accreditation status.  It shall state the 
name of the accrediting association from which accreditation will 
be sought. 

 
9.3.2  Statement of mission 

 
A statement of mission shall have been developed, formally 
adopted by the institution's governing body and made public, 
which defines the basic character of the institution, including a 
brief description of the educational programs to be offered and 
their purposes, the students for which the programs are intended, 
the geographical area served by the institution (or the particular 
constituency it serves), and a description of how the institution will 
fit within the broader higher education community. The mission 
shall be appropriate to an institution of higher education and the 
institution must plan to award degrees.  The mission statement 
shall be provided to the Commission. 

 
9.3.3  Institutional organization 

(a)  A governing board that possesses and exercises 
necessary legal power to establish and review basic 
policies that govern the institution shall have been formally 
established.  The board shall include among its members 
some who represent the public interest and are sufficiently 
autonomous from the administration and ownership to 
assure the integrity of the institution.  The Commission 
shall be provided a list of the members of the board with a 



 

brief resume of each. 
(b) An executive officer shall be designated by the governing 

board to provide administrative leadership for the 
institution.  This officer's name and title, and the address of 
the administrative office, shall be provided to the 
Commission. 

(c) If faculty members are employed at the time the application 
is filed with the Commission, the faculty members 
themselves, their academic credentials (degrees, previous 
experience, etc.), and teaching fields shall be identified. If 
no faculty members have been employed, the institution 
shall describe the qualifications of the faculty that is to be 
recruited and the procedures that will be used to find and 
contract with faculty members. 

 
9.3.4  Degrees and academic programs 
 

(a) A degree shall be awarded upon successful completion of 
an educational program. The institution shall provide a list 
of the degrees it proposes to award.  

(b) The planned educational programs shall be compatible 
with the proposed institutional mission.  The relationship 
shall be described in documents provided to the 
Commission. 

(c) The academic program proposed for offering shall be 
appropriately named and be based on fields of study 
recognized as appropriate for a postsecondary institution.  
Evidence shall be provided to the Commission that the 
fields of study upon which the academic programs are to 
be based are, in fact, so recognized.  Such recognition, for 
example, could be demonstrated by the existence of 
professional literature in the field; the offering of similar 
programs in already-accredited institutions, generally; and 
by the existence of professional organizations related to 
the field. 

(d) The content and length of the proposed academic program 
shall follow practices common to institutions of higher 
education.  

 
Documentation shall be provided to the Commission that 
lists requirements for each degree program including 
representative course syllabi specifying goals and 
requirements, course content, methods of evaluation, and 
bibliography.  

 
The student-teacher ratio shall be reasonable at all times 
in keeping with generally accepted teaching modes for the 
subject matter.  The institution must employ at least one 
full-time faculty for each major. 

(e) Any proposed undergraduate degree program shall include 
a coherent general education component that is consistent 



 

with the institution's mission and appropriate to its 
educational programs.  The undergraduate general 
education component shall be documented. 

 
General education is defined as follows: 
General Education is "general" in several clearly 
identifiable ways: it is not directly related to a student's 
formal technical, vocational or professional preparation; it 
is a part of every student's course of study, regardless of 
his or her area of emphasis; and it is intended to impart 
common knowledge, intellectual concepts, and attitudes 
that every educated person should possess.  

(f) Student access to all necessary learning resources and 
support services shall be provided. 
Necessary resources and support services vary by type of 
program, but all require some  use of library 
resources.  Laboratories may be required for some 
programs.  Support services such as academic advising, 
financial aid counseling, and support for special, targeted, 
constituencies may be needed. The institution shall 
describe the learning resources and support services that it 
will provide and state how they will be provided to students 
on a regular, dependable basis. 

(g) Distance learning instruction, when offered, should be 
considered part of the total program and be judged by 
criteria as used for sessions and courses offered by the 
institution in the regular academic year.  Documentation 
shall be provided to the Commission that shows that 
academic standards for all programs or courses offered 
electronically are the same as those for other courses 
delivered at the institution. 

 
9.3.5  Admission policies 

 
Admission policies shall be consistent with the institution’s mission 
and appropriate to the educational program.  The Commission 
shall be provided with a copy of the institution’s admission 
policies.  The policies shall define the minimum requirements for 
eligibility for admission to the institution and for acceptance at the 
specific degree level or into all specific degree programs. 

 
9.3.6  Financial resources 

The institution shall have financial resources adequate to support 
start-up activities and sources of funds sufficient to ensure that the 
institution can sustain itself once students have been admitted.  
The Commission shall be provided with: 

 
(a) A current financial statement compiled or audited by an 

independent certified public accountant.  If the financial 
statement is unaudited or internally generated, a copy of 
the most recent income tax return must also be submitted; 



 

(b) A budget listing all sources of income and all Educational 
and General (E&G) expenditures and specifying the dollar 
amounts and percentages for each component of the 
budget for the preceding three fiscal years (including the 
current year).  A projection of expenditures and revenues 
for the upcoming year should be included. 

 
9.3.7  Faculty credentials 

 
(a)  The institution shall ensure that each full-time, part-time or 

adjunct instructional faculty member holds appropriate 
academic credentials in the program area or discipline in 
which the faculty member teaches.  Each instructional 
faculty member shall either: (1) possess one or more 
degrees in an appropriate discipline; or (2) as an 
alternative to formal academic credentials, demonstrate 
competence by virtue of prior experience or academic 
training, or both, which are related to the field in which the 
instruction will be offered. 

(b) The institution shall ensure that each full-time, part-time or 
adjunct instructional faculty member holds academic 
credentials appropriate to the degree level of the programs 
or programs in which the faculty member teaches. 

 
1. All instructional faculty teaching in a terminal 

occupational/technical program leading to the 
Associate of Applied Science degree shall: 

 
-If teaching general education courses, hold a 
baccalaureate degree plus at least 18 graduate 
credit hours in the discipline taught. 
-If teaching occupational/technical courses, hold 
either an associate degree or qualify for a faculty 
appointment by virtue of scholarly or professional 
achievements. 

 
2. All instructional faculty teaching in a college 

transfer program at the associate level shall: 
 

-If teaching general education courses or in 
program in the liberal arts and sciences, hold a 
baccalaureate degree plus at least 18 graduate 
credit hours in the discipline being taught. 
-If teaching occupational/technical courses, either 
hold a baccalaureate degree or qualify for a faculty 
appointment by virtue of scholarly or professional 
achievements. 

 
3. An institution that offers one or more degree 

programs at the baccalaureate level shall ensure 
that at least one-third of the instructional faculty, 



 

including at least one instructional faculty member 
teaching in each program, shall hold a doctoral or 
other terminal degree.  All other instructional faculty 
members who teach in programs at the 
baccalaureate level shall either: 

 
-Hold a master’s degree; or 
-Qualify for a faculty appointment by virtue of 
scholarly or professional achievements. 

 
4. All instructional faculty teaching in a program at the 

master’s, first professional or doctoral level shall 
either: 

 
-Hold a doctoral or other terminal degree; or 
-Qualify for a faculty appointment by virtue of 
scholarly or professional achievements. 

 
(c) An institution must employ faculty members whose highest 

earned degree presented as the credential qualifying the 
faculty member to teach at the institution is from an 
institution accredited by an accrediting body recognized by 
the U.S. Department of Education.  Exceptions may be 
made only with the prior consent of the Commission. 

 
9.3.8  Evaluation and assessment 
 

The institution must have a clearly defined process by which the 
curriculum is established, reviewed, and evaluated.  The institution 
must provide for appropriate and regular evaluation of the 
institution and its program and course effectiveness including 
assessment of student learning, retention, graduation rates and 
student, graduate, faculty and employer satisfaction.  The results 
must be used to ensure and improve quality of instruction. 

 
9.3.9  Tuition policies 
 

(a)  A tuition policy shall be developed that provides: 
1.  The total tuition for any specific program shall be 

the same for all persons enrolled at the same time; 
2. Tuition charges for programs shall be justifiable, 

effective on specific dates and applicable to all who 
enroll thereafter; 

3.  All extra charges and costs shall be revealed to the 
prospective student before he or she is enrolled; 

 
(b) Institutions that the U.S. Department of Education has 

approved for eligibility for federal student financial aid must 
comply with the federal regulations governing institutional 
refunds. An institution must develop criteria for refunds of 
tuition and fees and make them available to all students. 



 

 
9.3.10  Financial Aid 
 

A policy shall have been developed that provides prospective 
students and applicants with basic opportunities for student 
financial aid.  This information shall include but not be limited to: 
(1) types of federal, state, local, private and institutional aid 
offered to students at the institution; (2) description of the financial 
aid application process and the method for determining student 
eligibility for aid; (3) methods and schedules used to determine 
and disburse financial aid to students; and (4) statement of the 
rights and responsibilities of financial aid recipients. 

 
9.3.11  Library resources 
 

The institution shall maintain or ensure via current and formal 
written agreements with other libraries or from other resources 
that students have adequate access to a library with a collection, 
staff, services, equipment and facilities that are adequate and 
appropriate for the purpose and enrollment of the institution.  
Institutions offering graduate work shall provide library resources 
that include basic reference and bibliographic works in each field 
where work is offered and the major journal and serial sets for 
maintaining currency in each discipline.  Utilization of electronic 
data collections should also be addressed. 

 
9.3.12  Student records 
 

(a)  The institution shall maintain records on all enrolled 
students.  These records minimally shall include: 
1.  Each student’s application for admission and 

admissions records containing information 
regarding the educational qualifications of each 
regular student admitted which are relevant to the 
institution’s admission standards.  Each student 
record must reflect the requirements and 
justification for admission of the student to the 
institution.  Admission records must be maintained 
for five years. 

2. Transcript of the student’s academic work at the 
institution shall be retained permanently in either 
hard copy forms or in a database with backup. 

3.  A record of student academic progress at the 
institution including programs of study, dates of 
enrollment, courses taken and completed, grades 
and indication of the student’s status (graduated 
probation, etc.). 

(b)  The institution must have policies concerning retention and 
disposal of records and information-release policies which 
respect the rights of individual privacy, the confidentiality of 
records and the best interests of the student and 



 

institution. 
(c)  The institution shall have a written plan for the preservation 

of students’ transcripts by another institution or agency, as 
well as for access to the transcripts, in the event of 
institutional closure. 

 
9.3.13  Student grievances 
 

An institution shall publish and make available to all students the 
institution’s grievance policies and procedures regarding the 
receipt, investigation and resolution of student complaints.  These 
policies must include: 
(a) An appropriate time frame for investigating and resolving 

the complaint; 
(b) Safeguards that those persons charged with resolving the 

complaint are capable of making a fair and impartial 
judgment; 

(c) Procedures to ensure that a student will not be subject to 
unfair actions as a result of an initiation of a complaint 
proceeding; and 

(d) The maintenance of records, disposition and other 
pertinent information concerning institutional complaints for 
at least five years. 

 
9.3.14  Other criteria deemed to be pertinent 

 
 9.4 Accreditation Standards 

 
9. 4.1 Accredited on the basis of an on-site review in West Virginia by one of the 

six regional accrediting associations; or 
 
9. 4.2 Accredited by an acceptable alternative accrediting agency determined by 

the Commission to be appropriate to its educational purposes and 
programs; or 

 
9. 4.3 Provide evidence that the institution is making reasonable and timely 

progress toward such accreditation, as determined by or in accordance 
with standards determined by the Commission. 

 
 9.5 The Commission, at its discretion, may waive all or part of the reporting 

requirements in section 9.3 of this rule for regionally accredited institutions 
seeking authorization to offer credit courses or academic degree programs. 

 
10. PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW OF ESSENTIAL CONDITIONS AND ACCREDITATION 

STATUS, PRIVATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
 

10.1 As the first step toward state authorization, the executive leaders of an institution 
seeking state authorization to operate in West Virginia as a private college or 
university shall consult with the Director of Academic Affairs or designee and 
shall submit any appropriate documents or materials related to authorization, 
including those which address the essential conditions and accreditation 



 

standards in sections 9.3 and 9.4, as may be requested.  The Commission staff 
may organize a site visit of any institutional facilities if deemed necessary. 

 
10.2 The Commission staff shall review the documentation submitted by the institution 

and determine whether the institution meets the essential conditions in section 
9.3. 
 

10.3 The Commission staff shall determine whether the institution is accredited either 
by: 

 
(a) one of the six nationally recognized accrediting associations, or  
(b) an accrediting association recognized by the United States 

Department of Education and determined as appropriate to the 
institution's educational purposes and programs by the Commission. 

 
10.4 If the institution does not hold accreditation, the Commission staff shall request 

submission of information verifying its accreditation status and/or evidence of 
"reasonable and timely progress" toward accreditation.  Reasonable and timely 
progress toward accreditation is understood to be a status with the regional 
accrediting association or an acceptable alternative accrediting association 
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education (recognition shall be 
documented) that indicates that the institution has been determined to hold the 
potential for accreditation and is actively pursuing accreditation within the 
timetable established by the regional accrediting association (unless an 
alternative timetable has been presented to and accepted by the Commission).   

 
10.5 Consultation, Review of Documents, and Assignment of Institutional Status 

 
10.5.1 After the consultation and review of all documents submitted, the 

Commission shall assign the institution to one of the following categories: 
 

10.5.1.1 Category I, Accredited Out-of-State Institutions 
 

 Institutions in this category are formed, chartered or 
established outside West Virginia and have been fully 
accredited by a regional accrediting association or by another 
accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education as approved by the Commission.  An institution in 
Category I has its location outside West Virginia.  Such 
institution is seeking to offer courses and/or an academic 
degree programs in West Virginia. 

 
10.5.1.2 Category II, Accredited In-State with On-Site West Virginia 
 Review 
 

 Institutions in this category are accredited on the basis of on-
site review in West Virginia by a regional accrediting 
association or by another accrediting body recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Education as approved by the 
Commission.  An institution in Category II is one which is 
seeking authorization to relocate or to establish a branch 



 

campus in West Virginia. 
 

10.5.1.3 Category III, Accredited In-State Without On-Site West Virginia 
Review  

  
 Institutions accredited by a regional accrediting association or 

another accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department 
of Education, as approved by the Commission, but not on the 
basis of an on-site review in West Virginia shall have a period 
of one year from the date its activities begin in West Virginia to 
obtain such a review.  The time limit may be extended upon 
presentation of documentation of good cause.  Once the 
institution has received accreditation on the basis of on-site 
review in West Virginia, it shall be assigned Category II status.  

 
10.5.1.4 Category IV, Maintaining Reasonable and Timely Progress 
 Toward Accreditation 
 

 Institutions in this category are making reasonable and timely 
progress toward accreditation in accordance with the statute 
and continue to make such progress in accordance with the 
policies and timetable outlined in section 10.7, below.  An 
institution in Category IV is one which is seeking authorization 
to locate a campus in West Virginia. 

 
10.6 Authorization – Out-of-State Institutions – Category I 
 

10.6.1 Any higher education institutions having its principal place of operation      
outside West Virginia which desires to offer degrees or courses within 
West Virginia must be authorized by the Commission. 

 
 10.6.2 The institution must submit an application for approval to the Commission 

for each course or degree program to be offered at a site.  The 
application should include written unconditional assurance that: 

 
10.6.2.1 Each course, program of study, or degree, diploma, or 

certificate program proposed to be offered in West Virginia has 
been approved by the governing board of the institution, and if 
applicable, by the appropriate state agency in the state where 
the main campus of the institution is located. 

 
10.6.2.2 The institution has been approved as necessary by the 

appropriate agency, if any, in the state where the main 
campus of the institution is located to: 

 
(a)  Offer degree, diploma, or certificate programs at the level 

for which credit is proposed to be awarded in those 
programs in West Virginia: and 

(b) Offer degree programs outside the state where the main 
campus is located. 

 



 

10.6.2.3 Any credit earned in West Virginia can be transferred to the 
institution's principal location outside West Virginia as part of 
an existing degree, diploma, or certificate program offered by 
the institution. 

 
10.6.2.4 The institution offers the same program at the same level at its 

principal location outside West Virginia that it seeks to offer in 
West Virginia. 

 
10.6.3 In making its determination, the Commission will consider whether the 

proposed degree programs or courses duplicate existing offerings of 
other institutions of higher education at the locations for which approval 
is requested. 

 
10.6.4 Authorization for degree programs may be for a period of up to four 

years. 
 

 Authorization for courses may be granted for a period of one year at a 
specified location with an application for renewal of the authorization 
required to be filed annually with the Commission at least ninety days 
prior to the expiration of the authorization. 

 
10.6.5 The Commission may waive any or all of the reporting requirements for 

Category I institutions that are delineated in section 9.3 of this rule. 
 
10.7 Authorization Policies and Timetables for Newly-Established Institutions and 

Currently-Operating Institutions Seeking Accreditation; Fees 
 

10.7.1 Procedures for Institutions Applying for Initial State Authorization: 
Preliminary State Authorization  

 
10.7.1.1 Prior to the acceptance of students, the offering of instruction, 

the award of credits toward a degree, or the award of a degree, 
an organization that seeks to be authorized as a "private college 
or university" shall provide to the Commission evidence that 
clearly and fully documents that it is an institution that meets the 
Essential Conditions and that can meet the accreditation 
criterion for state authorization.  An institution seeking 
Preliminary State Authorization shall demonstrate that it is such 
an institution by providing information as described in section 
9.3. 

 
10.7.1.2 An initial application fee of $2,000 shall accompany the 

submission of documentation required in section 9.3.   
 

 10.7.1.3  The Commission staff shall review documentation required in 
section 9.3 and shall determine whether or not the institution is 
in substantial compliance with the essential conditions.  If the 
documentation indicates substantial compliance, the 
Commission staff will prepare a report with recommendation for 
Commission action. 



 

10.7.1.3.1 Before preparing a report, the Commission staff 
may organize a committee to visit the site(s) of the 
institution seeking state authorization.  The 
principal task of the site visit committee will be to 
verify that the institution complies with the 
Commission’s standards for preliminary 
authorization and to report its findings to the 
Commission. 

 
  The site visit committee shall be composed of: 
 

a) Persons who are qualified by academic 
training or professional experience to verify 
the institution’s compliance with 
Commission standards for approval. 

b) Members of the Commission staff.  The 
Director of Academic Affairs or designee 
shall serve as chair of the committee.  

 
The site visit will be scheduled at a time which is 
mutually convenient to the institution and the 
Commission.  The institution shall pay the 
reasonable expenses associated with the site visit. 
 

10.7.1.3.2 Following the site visit, the Commission staff will 
prepare a report that contains: 

 
 a) a signed report by the site visit committee; 

and 
 b) a recommendation by the Commission staff 

for action by the Commission regarding granting 
preliminary authorization as provided for in section 
10.7.1.4. 

 
10.7.1.3.3 A draft of a staff report prepared in accordance with 

this section will be provided to the institution for 
correction of factual errors and comment.  The 
institutional comments will be included with the staff 
report presented to the Commission. 
 

10.7.1.4 An institution that provides satisfactory information will be 
granted Preliminary State Authorization by the Commission for a 
period of time up to six (6) months.  Within that period of time 
the institution shall satisfactorily complete preliminary 
information as required by the regional or other appropriate, 
acceptable, accrediting association, and shall not accept 
students, offer instruction, award credits toward a degree, or 
award a degree until granted Category IV authorization status. 

 
10.7.1.5 Upon presentation of documentation that the preliminary 

information submitted to the accrediting association is complete 



 

and satisfactory, the Commission will grant the institution 
Category IV state authorization, "Making Reasonable and 
Timely Progress Toward Accreditation."  The institution shall 
continue the accreditation process immediately. 

 
  Upon receipt of Category IV authorization the institution shall: 
 

(a) Immediately establish an evaluation schedule with the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools or other appropriate 
accrediting association 

(b) Initiate the institutional self-study; 
(c) Host an on-site accreditation visit within 24 months of 

receipt of Category IV authorization status unless that time 
limit has been expressly modified by the Commission 
because of extenuating circumstances. 

 
 Failure to pursue accreditation continuously shall result in loss of 

state authorization. 
 

10.7.1.6  An institution with Category IV state authorization shall submit 
an annual report in a format determined by Commission staff.  
The annual report should include the following: 

 
(a) any changes or additions to information previously 

submitted as part of the basis for category IV authorization; 
  (b) copy of current catalog with major changes cited;  

(c) the latest financial statement from the most recent 
institutional fiscal year;  

  (d) an enrollment report from the most recent academic year:  
  (e) a list of all institutional personnel including staff, instructors 

 and agents;  
(f) such other information or clarification deemed necessary 

by Commission staff for determination of authorization 
 recommendation. 

 
10.7.1.7 A fee of $500 shall accompany the submission of the annual 

report. 
 
10.7.1.8 Following the on-site accreditation visit, the institution shall be 

continued in Category IV status pending action by the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools or other appropriate accrediting 
association.  When that action has been taken, the institution 
shall immediately notify the Commission which will then assign 
the institution an authorization status from among the following: 

 
(a) Category II, Accredited, as a result of the decision by the 

accrediting association to accredit the institution.  This 
status shall change only if the accrediting association 
changes the institution's accreditation status.  An 



 

accredited private college or university shall notify the 
Commission following each formal action of the accrediting 
association with respect to its accreditation. 

(b) Continuation of Category IV, Maintaining Reasonable and 
Timely Progress Toward Accreditation, based upon the 
accrediting association decision to grant the status of 
Candidate for Accreditation to the institution.  An institution 
that holds candidacy for accreditation shall submit semi-
annual reports to the Commission documenting its 
progress toward the achievement of accreditation 
consistent with policy of appropriate accreditation 
associations.  Continuation of Category IV status shall not 
extend beyond 6 years. 

(c) Not authorized as a result of denial of accreditation by the 
accrediting association. 

(d) Continuation of Category IV status pending on appeal of 
denial of accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission 
of the North Central Association.  Continuation on these 
grounds shall only be granted upon showing good cause to 
the Commission.  An institution's final authorization status 
will be based upon the action taken by the accrediting 
association. 

 
10.7.1.9 An institution that does not attain either accreditation or 

candidacy for accreditation status after its initial on-site 
accreditation review, but can fully demonstrate continuing 
progress toward accreditation and the likelihood of achieving a 
satisfactory status upon a second on-site review, may be 
continued in Category IV.  The institution shall have no longer 
than 24 months to schedule a second on-site review in order to 
attempt to achieve accreditation or candidacy for accreditation 
status.  Failure to achieve either result in the second attempt 
shall result in loss of state authorization. 

 
10.7.1.10 An institution that is denied preliminary state authorization by the 

Commission may appeal the decision in accordance with the 
provisions of section 12 of this rule. 

 
11. AUTHORIZATION AND TERMINATION OF   STATE AUTHORIZATION 

 
11.1 Notification of Authorization Status 
 

11.1.1 Any institution that is granted authorization may receive written 
notification of  acceptable status upon request.  Private colleges 
or universities authorized in Category III shall receive written 
notification of the time limits for a satisfactory on-site West Virginia 
accreditation review. 

 
11.2 Termination of Authorization; Notification; Appeal 

11.2.1 An institution shall provide the Commission with a copy of 
any notice of warning, suspension, revocation or other 



 

adverse action received from any national or regional 
accrediting agency within five (5) days of receipt of such 
notice 

 
11.2.2 The Commission may for good cause, suspend, withdraw 

or revoke the authorization of an institution to generate or 
solicit students within the state, place an institution on 
probation, order refunds to students, or forfeit the 
institution’s surety bonds, or take any other appropriate 
action.  Good cause shall consist of: 

 
11.2.2.1 The institution is no longer making reasonable 

and timely progress toward accreditation while 
assigned a category IV designation as defined in 
section 10.5.1.4. 

 
11.2.2.2 Loss of accreditation by a nationally or 

regionally recognized accrediting agency; 
 
11.2.2.3 Cancellation of the institution’s bond by the 

bonding company and failure to secure a 
replacement in accordance with this rule; 

 
11.2.2.4 A final determination that the institution has 

engaged in conduct prohibited by this rule, and 
any specified corrective action has not been 
taken within the required time; 

 
11.2.2.5 Closure of the institution without adequately 

providing for the completion of students’ classes 
or course work, without refunding students’ 
unearned tuition or otherwise discharged the 
institution’s contractual obligations to the 
students; 

 
11.2.2.6 Conviction of the owner of an institution for a 

felony or crime involving administration of the 
institution or involving Federal Student 
Assistance programs. 

 
11.2.3 An institution authorized as a seminary or Bible college 

that fails to continue to meet the criteria for a religious 
institution shall have its authorization terminated.  The 
institution shall be so notified in writing.  A phase-out 
period of not more than one additional academic term shall 
be permitted.  An appeal to the Commission may be filed.  
In the absence of a timely appeal the termination shall be 
final. 

 
11.2.4 Notification to Cease Offering Degrees or Degree Credits 
 



 

 Institutions that are not authorized but offer degrees and/or 
degree credits in West Virginia shall be notified by certified 
mail that they shall cease immediately to offer degrees 
and/or degree credits.  The Commission shall initiate 
appropriate legal action if institutions fail to comply. 

 
12. NOTIFICATION:  APPEALS 
 
 12.1 Upon receipt by the Commission of information constituting any of the 

grounds identified in section 11.2.2 or denial of preliminary authorization, 
the Commission shall notify the institution and its owner in writing of its 
intent to recommend denial, suspension, withdrawal, revocation, or other 
adverse action and the grounds for such recommendation. 

 
12.1.1 The owner of the institution may, within ten (10) work days of 

receipt of such notice, request a hearing upon the 
recommended action.  Such hearing, if requested, shall be 
commenced within twenty (20) work days of such request at the 
Chancellor’s office or at such other location convenient to the 
parties and witnesses as may be designated by the Chancellor. 

12.1.2 The hearing shall be conducted by the Chancellor of the 
Commission or his/her designee, pursuant to the procedures set 
forth in Chapter 29A, Article 5 of the Code of West Virginia. 

 
12.1.3 The Chancellor or his/her designee may continue the hearing at 

the request of the institution for good cause shown.  
Continuance shall not be granted as a matter of right. 

 
12.1.4 If the owner or a representative of the institution does not 

request a hearing within the requisite time period, the 
recommendation of the Chancellor or his/her designee shall be 
deemed unchallenged by the institution and reported to the 
Commission for final action. 

 
  12.2 At the hearing, the grounds for denial, suspension, withdrawal, or 

revocation of authorization to operate the institution or other adverse 
action must be established by clear and convincing evidence. 

 
 12.3 Irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious evidence may be excluded 

from the hearing.  Formal rules of evidence as applied in civil cases in the 
circuit courts of this state shall not be applied.  When necessary to 
ascertain facts not reasonably susceptible of proof under those formal 
rules of evidence not admissible there under may be admitted, except 
where precluded by statute.  If it is a type commonly relied upon by 
reasonably prudent persons in the conduct of their affairs. 

 
 12.4 The rules of privilege recognized by the law of this state shall be followed. 
 
 12.5 Objections to evidentiary offers shall be noted in the record.  Any party to 

the hearing may vouch the record as to any excluded testimony or other 
evidence. 



 

  12.6 Any party to a hearing may appear with witnesses to testify on his or her 
behalf; may be heard in person, by counsel or both; may present such 
other evidence in support of his or her position as deemed appropriate by 
the Chancellor or his/her designee; and, may cross-examine witnesses 
called by the Commission in support of the charges. 

 
  12.7 The hearing shall be open to the general public. 
 
  12.8 A record of the hearing, including the complaint(s), if applicable, the 

notice of hearing, all pleadings, motions, rulings, stipulations, exhibits, 
documentary evidence, evidentiary depositions and the stenographic 
report of the hearing, shall be made and a transcript thereof maintained in 
the Commission’s files.  Upon request, a copy of the transcript shall be 
furnished to any party at his or her expense. 

 
  12.9 Documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies or excerpts 

or by incorporation by reference. 
 
  12.10 The Commission may call witnesses to testify in support of charges and 

may present such other evidence to support its position; and, may cross-
examine witnesses called by the charged party in support of its position. 

 
  12.11 All parties shall have the right to offer opening and closing arguments. 
 
  12.12 Hearings may be continued or adjourned to a later date or different place 

by the Chancellor or his/her designee by appropriate notice to all parties. 
 
  12.13 All motions related to a case set for hearing, except motions for 

continuance and those made during the hearing, shall be in writing and 
shall be received in the office of the Chancellor at least ten (10) days 
before the hearing.  Pre-hearing motions shall be heard at a pre-hearing 
conference or at the hearing prior to the commencement of testimony. 

 
  12.14 All testimony, evidence, arguments and rulings on the admissibility of 

testimony and evidence shall be reported by stenographic notes and 
characters or by mechanical means. 

 
  12.15 All reported materials shall be transcribed.  The Commission shall have 

the responsibility to make arrangements for the transcription and 
provision of the reported testimony and evidence to the parties. 

 
  12.16 Any party may submit proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law at 

a time and manner designated by the Chancellor or his/her designee. 
 
  12.17 At any time prior to the hearing or thereafter, the Chancellor or his/her 

designee may hold conferences for the following purposes: 
 

a) To dispose of procedural requests, pre-hearing motions or similar 
matters; 

b) To simplify or settle issues by consent of the parties; or,  
c) To provide for the informal disposition of cases by stipulation or 



 

agreement. 
 
  12.18 The Chancellor or his/her designee may cause such conferences to be 

held on its own motion or by the request of a party. 
 
  12.19 Evidentiary depositions may be taken and read or otherwise included into 

evidence as in civil actions in the circuit courts of this state. 
 
  12.20 Subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and subpoenas duces 

tecum to compel the production of documents may be issued by the 
Chancellor pursuant to West Virginia Code section 29A-5-1(b). 

 
  12.21 Written requests by a party for the issuance of subpoenas duces tecum 

as provided in Section 12.20 of this rule must be received by the 
Commission no later than ten (10) days before a scheduled hearing.  Any 
party requesting the issuance of subpoenas duces tecum shall see that 
they are properly served in accordance with West Virginia Code section 
29A-5-1(b). 

 
  12.22 Any final order entered by the Commission following a hearing conducted 

pursuant to these rules shall be made pursuant to the provisions of West 
Virginia Code section 29A-5-3.  Such orders shall be entered within sixty 
(60) days following the submission of all documents and materials 
necessary for the proper disposition of the case, including transcripts, and 
shall contain findings of fact and conclusions of law unless good cause 
exists to extend such time or by agreement of the parties.  

 
  12.23 Findings of fact and conclusions of law shall be recommended to the 

Commission by the Chancellor or his/her designee and must be approved 
by a majority of the Commission by vote at a regular meeting, before a 
final order is entered.  A copy of the final order approved by a majority of 
the Commission shall be served upon the institution and/or his or her 
attorney of record, if any, within ten (10) days after entry by the 
Commission by personal service or by registered or certified mail. 

 
  12.24 The final order may deny preliminary authorization; may suspend, 

withdraw or revoke the authorization of the institution, place an institution 
on probation; order refunds to students; order forfeiture of the institution’s 
surety bond and disbursement of the funds forfeited disbursed to students 
injured by the institution’s violation of this rule or its enabling statute; or 
order any other action deemed appropriate by the Commission, up to and 
including payment of loans, interest and other charges in connection with 
institution loans, other out-of-pocket damages, and any nominal damages 
caused a student by the institution’s violation of this rule. 

 
  12.25 All proceedings pursuant to this rule shall be conducted pursuant to and 

comply with applicable statute, including, but not limited to, West Virginia 
Code section 29A-5-1, et seq. 

 
  12.26 Any relief a student believes he or she was not rightfully awarded by the 

Commission pursuant to this rule may be pursued in any other 



 

appropriate forum. 
   

13. NOTIFICATION AND DEPOSIT OF RECORDS UPON DISCONTINUANCE OF 
A PROGRAM OR INSTITUTION 

 
13.1 If an authorized institution, branch campus, or extension program of an 

authorized institution discontinues operation in this state, its chief 
executive officer shall notify the Commission of the date of 
discontinuance and the name and address of the agency where records 
will be maintained. 

 
13.2 Records shall be permanently maintained and copies may be obtained by 
 authorized parties.  Such records shall include but not be limited to 
 information pertaining to the admission of each student and former 
 student and the educational record of each student and former student.  
 Financial aid records of each student and former student shall be retained 
  consistent with state and federal regulations. 
 

14. ADVERTISEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OTHER PROMOTIONAL 
MATERIALS 

 
14.1 An institution seeking authorization shall adhere to the following 
principles: 

 
14.1.1 “Advertising” includes any form of public notice however 

distributed.  Within this definition would be virtually all 
publications and promotional items and efforts that could 
normally be expected to be seen by significant numbers of 
prospective students or their sponsors.  Examples include 
catalogs, bulletins, brochures and other institution publications, 
signs, mailing pieces, radio, television, newspaper, or any other 
form of public notice designed to aid in the institution’s recruiting 
and promotional activities. 

 
14.1.2 An institution shall use its name as shown in its letter of 

approval from the Commission, together with a complete 
address, for all advertising and promotional purposes within the 
state. 

 
14.1.3 All advertisements, announcements and promotional material of 

any kind which are distributed in West Virginia shall be free from 
statements that are untrue, deceptive or misleading with respect 
to the institution, its personnel, its services or the content, 
accreditation status and transferability of its courses or degree, 
diploma or certificate programs. 

 
14.1.4 Reference in advertising to accreditation shall name the agency 

and shall be limited to accreditation currently held by the 
institution through nationally recognized accrediting agencies as 
defined and listed by the United States Department of 
Education. 



 

14.1.5 No advertisement, announcement or any other material 
produced by or on behalf of an institution of higher education 
shall in any way indicate that the institution is supervised, 
recommended, endorsed or accredited by the Commission; 
neither shall it include the name of the Commission except to 
assert that the Commission has authorized the institution to 
operate in the state. 



 

TITLE 135 
 

LEGISLATIVE RULE 
 

WEST VIRGINIA COUNCIL FOR COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE EDUCATION 
 

SERIES 20 
 

AUTHORIZATION OF DEGREE GRANTING INSTITUTIONS 
 

1.  GENERAL 
 

1.1.  Scope: This rule establishes the policy regarding accreditation and 
approval of degree-granting institutions which offer degrees not 
above the associate level. 

 
1.2.  Authority: W. Va. Code §18B-4-7 

 
1.3.  Filing Date: December 13, 2005 

 
1.4.  Effective Date:  

 
2. PURPOSE 
 

2.1 The West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education is 
responsible for the approval of any institution, association or organization within the 
State which offers courses or degree programs not above the associate level and 
which desires to offer such programs or courses of higher learning in the State of West 
Virginia.  Prior to offering any course or degree program not above the associate level 
in the State, the entity shall apply to the Council for authorization to operate in the 
State.  The West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission has responsibility for 
authorization of an institution, association, or entity offering courses or degree 
programs above the associate level and desiring to offer such programs in the State of 
West Virginia.  The Commission shall consult with the West Virginia Council for 
Community and Technical College Education when an entity desires to offer associate 
level programs in addition to courses and programs above the associate level.   The 
provisions of this rule shall also apply to any course or programs not above the 
associate level delivered in the State by an out-of-state institution via distance 
education-based instruction if the institution will have a physical presence in the State. 

 
 
3. DEFINITIONS 
 

3.1  “Council” means the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College 
Education. 

 
3.2  "Commission" means the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission. 
 
3.3  "Institution of higher education" means any person, firm, corporation, association, 

agency, institute, trust or other entity of any nature whatsoever offering education 
beyond the secondary level which: 

 
 - offers courses or programs of study or instruction which lead to or which may 



 

reasonably be understood to be applicable toward a degree; or 
- operates a facility as a college or university or other entity of whatever kind 

which offers degrees or other indicia of a level of educational attainment 
beyond the secondary school level; or 

- uses the term "college" or "university," or words of like meaning, in its name or 
in any manner in connection with its academic affairs or business. 

 
3.4  "Degree" means any earned award conferred by a higher educational institution which 

represents satisfactory completion of the requirements of a program, or course of 
study, or any instruction beyond or apart from the secondary level of greater duration 
than eleven months of full-time study. 

 
3.5  "Degree program" means a curriculum or course of study of greater duration than 

eleven months of full-time study in a discipline or field that leads to a degree. 
 

3.6  "Course" means a formally organized, structured series of meetings open to the 
general public for which a fee is charged, and for which credit toward a degree either is 
awarded or may reasonably be understood to be applicable to a degree with the intent 
of imparting information or understanding at a level appropriate to a postsecondary 
audience. 

 
3.7 "Distance education" means the delivery of any course or degree programs by which 

the primary mode of delivery to a site is television, videocassette, film, computer or 
other telecommunications devices. 

 
3.8 “Physical Presence” means an institution employs in West Virginia any person or 

persons for the purpose of administering, coordinating, teaching, training, tutoring, 
counseling, advising, recruiting, or any other activity on behalf of the sponsoring 
organization.  Such activity would include advertising, promotional material, or public 
solicitation in any form that targets West Virginia residents through distribution or 
advertising in the State.  In addition, the institution has physical presence in West 
Virginia if it delivers, or plans to deliver, instruction in West Virginia, and receives 
assistance from any other organization within the state in delivering the instruction, 
such as, but not limited to, a cable television company or a television broadcast station 
that carries instruction sponsored by the institution. 

 
3.9 “Unearned Tuition” means at any given time, the total of refunds due former students.  

All tuition and fees that have or will be collected from students prior to graduation and 
which would be refundable pursuant to institutional policies and any tuition and fees 
collected in advance from prospective students.  

 
3.10 “Private college or university” means an institution which is "doing business or 

maintaining a place of business in the State of West Virginia" which offers courses of 
instruction or study wherein credits may be earned toward a degree in a field of 
endeavor.  A publicly-supported college or university in another state will be treated as 
a "private college or university" and will be authorized to offer courses of instruction 
toward a degree, degree credits, or degrees if it qualifies under the criteria for such 
institutions.  An institution that employs an agent or representative in West Virginia and 
delivers instruction by any means within the State shall be regarded as a private 
college or university and shall be authorized on the same basis as any other such 
institution. 

  
 



 

 
4. EXEMPTIONS 
 
 4.1 The provisions of the rule shall not be applicable to the following institutions: 
 
 4.1.1 Correspondence, business, occupational and trade schools which 
 
   (a)   offer nothing higher than a specialized associate degree,  
   (b)   typically do not pursue regional accreditation, and  

(c) are regulated under West Virginia Code provisions(18B-2B-9) on 
correspondence, business, occupational and trade schools. 

 
  4.1.2 Out-of-state institutions: 
 

  (a) offering courses through brokering or other collaborative arrangements with 
a West Virginia public institution of higher education and which support 
programmatic offerings of the state institution; 

   
  (b) offering a short course or seminar in which the instruction for the segment 

takes no more than twenty classroom hours, or 
 

  (c) offering courses or programs on a military installation solely for military 
personnel or civilians employed on such installation. 

 
4.2 Each institution of higher education which claims to be exempt under the provisions of 

this section must file with the Council such information as may be required by the 
Council to determine whether the institution is exempt.  If the Council determines that 
any institution is not exempt from the provisions of this rule, it shall notify the institution 
in writing with the reasons for the determination. 

 
5. PROHIBITIONS 
 

5.1 No person, firm, association, institution, trust corporation or other entity shall use in any 
manner within West Virginia the term "college" or "university" or any abbreviation 
thereof, or any words or terms tending to designate it as, or create the impression that 
it is an institution of higher education, unless it shall have obtained the appropriate 
approval as provided in this rule. 

 
5.2 This section shall not apply to any entity which used the term "college" or "university" 

prior to July 1, 2006. 
 

5.3 This section shall not apply to individual proprietorships, associations, co-partnerships 
or corporations which use the words "college" or "university" in their training programs 
solely for their employees or customers, which do not offer degree granting programs, 
and whose name includes the word "college" or "university" in a context from which it 
clearly appears that such entity is not an educational institution. 

 
 
6. AUTHORIZATION TO OPERATE 
 
 6.1 An institution locating in West Virginia must register with the Secretary of State’s 
  office prior to making any application to the Council for authorization. 
 



 

6.2 All private colleges and private proprietary schools, with the exception of 
correspondence, business, occupational, and trade schools as defined in Series 35, 
Correspondence, Business, Occupational and Trade Schools, of the Council for 
Community and Technical College Education, offering degrees not above the associate 
level shall register with the Council, shall meet the authorization criteria, and shall be 
granted authorization prior to offering any program of instruction, credit, or degree; 
opening a place of business; soliciting students or enrollees; or offering educational 
support services. 

 
6.3 Private colleges and universities and private proprietary schools offering associate 

level degrees and degrees above the associate level shall register with the 
Commission, shall meet the authorization criteria, and shall be granted authorization 
prior to offering any program of instruction, credit, or degree; opening a place of 
business; soliciting students or enrollees; or offering educational support services.  
Granting of authorization of such institution is the responsibility of the Higher Education 
Policy Commission in consultation with the Council for Community and Technical 
College Education. 

 
6.4 Private colleges or universities shall be authorized under the provision of this rule.  

Private proprietary schools exempted under the provisions of section 4 of this rule shall 
be governed by the provisions of Title 135, Series 35, Correspondence, Business, 
Occupational and Trade Schools, administered by the Council. 

 
6.5 Authorization is limited to those institutions that deliver instruction in West Virginia and 

have a physical presence in West Virginia. 
 
7. GRANTING OF AUTHORIZATION AND BOND REQUIREMENTS 
 

7.1 Authorization shall be granted upon presentation of adequate information by the 
postsecondary institution seeking authorization to the Council.  As the first step toward 
authorization, representatives of a private college or university shall consult with the 
Director of Academic Affairs or designee prior to submission of required 
documentation.  No private college or university shall operate until it meets the 
essential conditions established by the Council and defined in this rule. 

 
7.2 No private college or university shall operate until its accreditation is documented or its 

potential for accreditation is established and accepted by the Council.  Institutions 
authorized to operate pending full accreditation shall pursue full accreditation 
continuously and shall make reasonable and timely progress toward accreditation in 
order to retain authorization. 

 
7.3 Before an institution of higher education is authorized under the provisions of section 

9.7 of this rule, a surety bond must be provided by the institution.  The obligation of the 
bond will be that the institution, its officers, agents and employees will faithfully perform 
the terms and conditions of contracts for tuition and other instructional fees entered into 
between the institution and persons enrolling as students.  The bond shall be issued by 
a company authorized to do business in the state.  The bond shall be to the Council in 
such form as approved by the Council and is to be used only for payment of a refund of 
tuition and other instructional fees due a student or potential student.  The amount of 
the bond shall be $50,000 and shall be renewed annually.  The Council, if it deems 
appropriate, may reduce the amount of the bond if an institution has less unearned 
tuition than $50,000, but in no event shall be less than $10,000. 

 



 

 
8. CRITERIA FOR  AUTHORIZATION  – PRIVATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
 

8.1 A private college or university, under the provisions of this rule, is an institution which is 
"doing business or maintaining a place of business in the state of West Virginia" which 
offers courses of instruction or study wherein credits may be earned toward a degree in 
a field of endeavor.  A publicly-supported college or university in another state will be 
treated as a "private college or university" and will be authorized to offer courses of 
instruction toward a degree, degree credits, or degrees if it qualifies under the criteria 
for such institutions.  An institution that employs an agent or representative in West 
Virginia and delivers instruction by any means within the state shall be regarded as a 
private college or university and shall be authorized on the same basis as any other 
such institution. 

 
8.2 An institution seeking authorization to operate in West Virginia must meet the following 

essential conditions and accreditation standards established by the Council.  To apply 
for preliminary state authorization the institution must provide to the Council full 
documentation that demonstrates fulfillment of the essential conditions and the 
accreditation standards. 

 
8.3 Essential Conditions  

 
8.3.1 Familiarity with accreditation and state authorization policies and 

procedures 
 

The institution shall provide evidence that it is familiar with and 
understands accreditation procedures of the Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association or other appropriate body 
and state authorization policies and procedures. The statement should 
indicate perceived strengths and weaknesses with respect to 
accreditation criteria and assess the capabilities of the institution in 
achieving accreditation status.  It shall state the name of the accrediting 
association from which accreditation will be sought. 

 
8.3.2  Statement of mission 

 
A statement of mission shall have been developed, formally adopted by 
the institution's governing body and made public, which defines the 
basic character of the institution, including a brief description of the 
educational programs to be offered and their purposes, the students for 
which the programs are intended, the geographical area served by the 
institution (or the particular constituency it serves), and a description of 
how the institution will fit within the broader higher education community. 
The mission shall be appropriate to an institution of higher education 
and the institution must plan to award degrees. The mission statement 
shall be provided to the Council. 

 
8.3.3  Institutional organization 

 
(a)  A governing board that possesses and exercises necessary legal 

power to establish and review basic policies that govern the 
institution shall have been formally established. The board shall 
include among its members some who represent the public 



 

interest and are sufficiently autonomous from the administration 
and ownership to assure the integrity of the institution. The 
Council shall be provided a list of the members of the board with 
a brief resume of each. 

(b) An executive officer shall be designated by the governing board 
to provide administrative leadership for the institution. This 
officer's name and title, and the address of the administrative 
office, shall be provided to the Council. 

(c) If faculty members are employed at the time the application is 
filed with the Council, the faculty members themselves, their 
academic credentials (degrees, previous experience, etc.), and 
teaching fields shall be identified. If no faculty members have 
been employed, the institution shall describe the qualifications of 
the faculty that is to be recruited and the procedures that will be 
used to find and contract with faculty members. 

 
8.3.4  Degrees and academic programs 
 

(a) A degree shall be awarded upon successful completion of an 
educational program. The institution shall provide a list of the 
degrees it proposes to award.  

(b) The planned educational programs shall be compatible with the 
proposed institutional mission. The relationship shall be 
described in documents provided to the Council. 

(c) The academic program proposed for offering shall be 
appropriately named and be based on fields of study recognized 
as appropriate for a postsecondary institution.  Evidence shall be 
provided to the Council that the fields of study upon which the 
academic programs are to be based are, in fact, so recognized. 
Such recognition, for example, could be demonstrated by the 
existence of professional literature in the field; the offering of 
similar programs in already-accredited institutions, generally; and 
by the existence of professional organizations related to the field. 

(d) The content and length of the proposed academic program shall 
follow practices common to institutions of higher education.  

 
Documentation shall be provided to the Council that lists 
requirements for each degree program including representative 
course syllabi specifying goals and requirements, course 
content, methods of evaluation, and bibliography.  

 
The student-teacher ratio shall be reasonable at all times in 
keeping with generally accepted teaching modes for the subject 
matter.  The institution must employ at least one full-time faculty 
for each major. 

(e) Any proposed associate degree program shall include a 
coherent general education component that is consistent with the 
institution's mission and appropriate to its educational programs. 
The undergraduate general education component shall be 
documented. 

 (f) Student access to all necessary learning resources and support 
services shall be provided. 

 



 

Necessary resources and support services vary by type of 
program, but all require some  use of library resources. 
Laboratories may be required for some programs. Support 
services such as academic advising, financial aid counseling, 
and support for special,  targeted, constituencies may be 
needed. The institution shall describe the learning resources and 
support services that it will provide and state how they will be 
provided to students on a regular, dependable basis. 

(g) Distance learning instruction, when offered, should be 
considered part of the total program and be judged by criteria as 
used for sessions and courses offered by the institution in the 
regular academic year.  Documentation shall be provided to the 
Council that shows that academic standards for all programs or 
courses offered electronically are the same as those for other 
courses delivered at the institution. 

 
8.3.5  Admission policies 

 
Admission policies shall be consistent with the institution’s mission and 
appropriate to the educational program.  The Council shall be provided 
with a copy of the institution’s admission policies.  The policies shall 
define the minimum requirements for eligibility for admission to the 
institution and for acceptance at the specific degree level or into all 
specific degree programs. 

 
8.3.6  Financial resources 

 
The institution shall have financial resources adequate to support start-
up activities and sources of funds sufficient to ensure that the institution 
can sustain itself once students have been admitted.   The Council shall 
be provided with: 

 
(a) A current financial statement compiled or audited by an 

independent certified public accountant.  If the financial 
statement is unaudited or internally generated, a copy of the 
most recent income tax return must also be submitted; 

(b) A budget listing all sources of income and all Educational and 
General (E&G) expenditures and specifying the dollar amounts 
and percentages for each component of the budget for the 
preceding three fiscal years (including the current year).  A 
projection of expenditures and revenues for the upcoming year 
should be included. 

 
8.3.7  Faculty credentials 

 
(a)  The institution shall ensure that each full-time, part-time or 

adjunct instructional faculty member holds appropriate academic 
credentials in the program area or discipline in which the faculty 
member teaches.  Each instructional faculty member shall either: 
(1) possess one or more degrees in an appropriate discipline; or 
(2) as an alternative to formal academic credentials, demonstrate 
competence by virtue of prior experience or academic training, or 
both, which are related to the field in which the instruction will be 



 

offered. 
(b) The institution shall ensure that each full-time, part-time or 

adjunct instructional faculty member holds academic credentials 
appropriate to the degree level of the programs or programs in 
which the faculty member teaches. 

 
1.  All instructional faculty teaching in a terminal 

occupational/technical program leading to the Associate 
of Applied Science degree shall: 

 
-If teaching general education courses, hold a 
baccalaureate degree plus at least 18 graduate credit 
hours in the discipline taught. 
-If teaching occupational/technical courses, hold either an 
associate degree or qualify for a faculty appointment by 
virtue of scholarly or professional achievements. 

  
2.  All instructional faculty teaching in a college transfer 

program at the associate level shall hold a baccalaureate 
degree plus at least 18 graduate credit hours in the 
discipline being taught. 

 
(c) An institution must employ faculty members whose highest 

earned degree presented as the credential qualifying the faculty 
member to teach at the institution is from an institution 
accredited by an accrediting body recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education.  Exceptions may be made only with 
the prior consent of the Council. 

 
8.3.8  Evaluation and assessment 
 

The institution must have a clearly defined process by which the 
curriculum is established, reviewed, and evaluated.  The institution must 
provide for appropriate and regular evaluation of the institution and its 
program and course effectiveness including assessment of student 
learning, retention, graduation rates and student, graduate, faculty and 
employer satisfaction.  The results must be used to ensure and improve 
quality of instruction. 

 
8.3.9  Tuition policies 
 

(a)  A tuition policy shall be developed that provides: 
1.  The total tuition for any specific program shall be the 

same for all persons enrolled at the same time; 
2. Tuition charges for programs shall be justifiable, effective 

on specific dates and applicable to all who enroll 
thereafter; 

3.  All extra charges and costs shall be revealed to the 
prospective student before he or she is enrolled; 

 
(b) Institutions that the U.S. Department of Education has approved 

for eligibility for federal student financial aid must comply with the 
federal regulations governing institutional refunds. An institution 



 

must develop criteria for refunds of tuition and fees and make 
them available to all students. 

 
8.3.10  Financial Aid 
 

A policy shall have been developed that provides prospective students 
and applicants with basic opportunities for student financial aid.  This 
information shall include but not be limited to: (1) types of federal, state, 
local, private and institutional aid offered to students at the institution; 
(2) description of the financial aid application process and the method 
for determining student eligibility for aid; (3) methods and schedules 
used to determine and disburse financial aid to students; and (4) 
statement of the rights and responsibilities of financial aid recipients. 

 
8.3.11  Library resources 
 

The institution shall maintain or ensure via current and formal written 
agreements with other libraries or from other resources that students 
have adequate access to a library with a collection, staff, services, 
equipment and facilities that are adequate and appropriate for the 
purpose and enrollment of the institution.   

 
8.3.12  Student records 
 

(a)  The institution shall maintain records on all enrolled students.  
These records minimally shall include: 
1.  Each student’s application for admission and admissions 

records containing information regarding the educational 
qualifications of each regular student admitted which are 
relevant to the institution’s admission standards.  Each 
student record must reflect the requirements and 
justification for admission of the student to the institution.  
Admission records must be maintained for five years. 

2. Transcript of the student’s academic work at the 
institution shall be retained permanently in either hard 
copy forms or in a database with backup. 

3.  A record of student academic progress at the institution 
including programs of study, dates of enrollment, courses 
taken and completed, grades and indication of the 
student’s status (graduated probation, etc.). 

(b)  The institution must have policies concerning retention and 
disposal of records and information-release policies which 
respect the rights of individual privacy, the confidentiality of 
records and the best interests of the student and institution. 

(c)  The institution shall have a written plan for the preservation of 
students’ transcripts by another institution or agency, as well as 
for access to the transcripts, in the event of institutional closure. 

 
8.3.13  Student grievances 
 

An institution shall publish and make available to all students the 
institution’s grievance policies and procedures regarding the receipt, 
investigation and resolution of student complaints.  These policies must 



 

include: 
(a) An appropriate time frame for investigating and resolving the 

complaint; 
(b) Safeguards that those persons charged with resolving the 

complaint are capable of making a fair and impartial judgment; 
(c) Procedures to ensure that a student will not be subject to unfair 

actions as a result of an initiation of a complaint proceeding; and 
(d) The maintenance of records, disposition and other pertinent 

information concerning institutional complaints for at least five 
years. 

 
8.3.14  Other criteria deemed to be pertinent 

 
 8.4 Accreditation Standards 

 
8.4.1 Accredited on the basis of an on-site review in West Virginia by one of the six 

regional accrediting associations; or 
 
8.4.2 Accredited by an acceptable alternative accrediting agency determined by the 

Council to be appropriate to its educational purposes and programs; or 
 
8.4.3 Provide evidence that the institution is making reasonable and timely progress 

toward such accreditation, as determined by or in accordance with standards 
determined by the Council. 

 
 8.5 The Council, at its discretion, may waive all or part of the reporting requirements in 

section 8.3 of this rule for regionally accredited institutions seeking authorization to 
offer credit courses or academic degree programs. 

 
9. PROCEDURES FOR REVIEW OF ESSENTIAL CONDITIONS AND ACCREDITATION 

STATUS, PRIVATE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY 
 

9.1 As the first step toward state authorization, the executive leaders of an institution 
seeking state authorization to operate in West Virginia as a private college or university 
shall consult with the Director of Academic Affairs or designee and shall submit any 
appropriate documents or materials related to authorization, including those which 
address the essential conditions and accreditation standards in sections 8.3 and 8.4, 
as may be requested.  The Council staff may organize a site visit of any institutional 
facilities if deemed necessary. 

 
9.2 The Council staff shall review the documentation submitted by the institution and 

determine whether the institution meets the essential conditions in section 8.3. 
 

9.3 The Council staff shall determine whether the institution is accredited either by: 
 
(a) one of the six nationally recognized accrediting associations, or  
(b) an accrediting association recognized by the United States Department of 

Education and determined as appropriate to the institution's educational 
purposes and programs by the Council. 

 
9.4 If the institution does not hold accreditation, the Council staff shall request submission 

of information verifying its accreditation status and/or evidence of "reasonable and 
timely progress" toward accreditation.  Reasonable and timely progress toward 



 

accreditation is understood to be a status with the regional accrediting association or 
an acceptable alternative accrediting association recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education (recognition shall be documented) that indicates that the institution has been 
determined to hold the potential for accreditation and is actively pursuing accreditation 
within the timetable established by the regional accrediting association (unless an 
alternative timetable has been presented to and accepted by the Council).   

 
9.5  Consultation, Review of Documents, and Assignment of Institutional Status 

 
9.5.1 After the consultation and review of all documents submitted, the Council shall 

assign the institution to one of the following categories: 
 

9.5.1.1  Category I, Accredited Out-of-State Institutions 
 

 Institutions in this category are formed, chartered or established 
outside West Virginia and have been fully accredited by a regional 
accrediting association or by another accrediting body recognized by 
the U.S. Department of Education as approved by the Council.  An 
institution in Category I has its location outside West Virginia.  Such 
institution is seeking to offer courses and/or an academic degree 
programs in West Virginia. 

 
9.5.1.2 Category II, Accredited In-State with On-Site West Virginia 
 Review 
 

 Institutions in this category are accredited on the basis of on-site 
review in West Virginia by a regional accrediting association or by 
another accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education as approved by the Council.  An institution in Category II 
is one which is seeking authorization to relocate or to establish a 
branch campus in West Virginia. 

 
9.5.1.3 Category III, Accredited In-State Without On-Site West Virginia 

Review  
  
 Institutions accredited by a regional accrediting association or 

another accrediting body recognized by the U.S. Department of 
Education, as approved by the Council, but not on the basis of an 
on-site review in West Virginia shall have a period of one year from 
the date its activities begin in West Virginia to obtain such a review.  
The time limit may be extended upon presentation of documentation 
of good cause.  Once the institution has received accreditation on 
the basis of on-site review in West Virginia, it shall be assigned 
Category II status.  

 
9.5.1.4 Category IV, Maintaining Reasonable and Timely Progress 
 Toward Accreditation 
 

 Institutions in this category are making reasonable and timely 
progress toward accreditation in accordance with the statute and 
continue to make such progress in accordance with the policies and 
timetable outlined in section 9.7, below.  An institution in Category IV 
is one which is seeking authorization to locate a campus in West 



 

Virginia. 
 

9.6 Authorization – Out-of-State Institutions – Category I 
 

9.6.1 Any higher education institutions having its principal place of operation      
outside West Virginia which desires to offer degrees or courses within West 
Virginia must be authorized by the Council. 

 
 9.6.2 The institution must submit an application for approval to the Council for each 

course or degree program to be offered at a site.  The application should 
include written unconditional assurance that: 

 
9.6.2.1 Each course, program of study, or degree, diploma, or certificate 

program proposed to be offered in West Virginia has been approved 
by the governing board of the institution, and if applicable, by the 
appropriate state agency in the state where the main campus of the 
institution is located. 

 
9.6.2.2 The institution has been approved as necessary by the appropriate 

agency, if any, in the state where the main campus of the institution 
is located to: 

 
(a)  Offer degree, diploma, or certificate programs at the level for 

which credit is proposed to be awarded in those programs in 
West Virginia: and 

(b) Offer degree programs outside the state where the main campus 
is located. 

 
9.6.2.3 Any credit earned in West Virginia can be transferred to the 

institution's principal location outside West Virginia as part of an 
existing degree, diploma, or certificate program offered by the 
institution. 

 
9.6.2.4 The institution offers the same program at the same level at its 

principal location outside West Virginia that it seeks to offer in West 
Virginia. 

 
9.6.3 In making its determination, the Council will consider whether the proposed 

degree programs or courses duplicate existing offerings of other institutions of 
higher education at the locations for which approval is requested. 

 
9.6.4 Authorization for degree programs may be for a period of up to four years. 

 
 Authorization for courses may be granted for a period of one year at a 

specified location with an application for renewal of the authorization required 
to be filed annually with the Council at least ninety days prior to the expiration 
of the authorization. 

 
9.6.5 The Council may waive any or all of the reporting requirements for Category I 

institutions that are delineated in section 8.3 of this rule. 
 
9.7 Authorization Policies and Timetables for Newly-Established Institutions and Currently-

Operating Institutions Seeking Accreditation; Fees 



 

 
9.7.1 Procedures for Institutions Applying for Initial State Authorization: Preliminary 

State Authorization  
 

9.7.1.1 Prior to the acceptance of students, the offering of instruction, the 
award of credits toward a degree, or the award of a degree, an 
organization that seeks to be authorized as a "private college or 
university" shall provide to the Council evidence that clearly and fully 
documents that it is an institution that meets the Essential Conditions 
and that can meet the accreditation criterion for state authorization.  
An institution seeking Preliminary State Authorization shall 
demonstrate that it is such an institution by providing information as 
described in section 8.3. 

 
9.7.1.2 An initial application fee of $2,000 shall accompany the submission of 

documentation required in section 8.3.   
 

 9.7.1.3  The Council staff shall review documentation required in section 8.3 
and shall determine whether or not the institution is in substantial 
compliance with the essential conditions.  If the documentation 
indicates substantial compliance, Council staff will prepare a report 
with recommendation for Council action. 

 
9.7.1.3.1 Before preparing a report, the Council staff may organize 

a committee to visit the site(s) of the institution seeking 
state authorization.  The principal task of the site visit 
committee will be to verify that the institution complies 
with the Council’s standards for preliminary authorization 
and to report its findings to the Council. 

 
  The site visit committee shall be composed of: 
 

a) Persons who are qualified by academic training or 
professional experience to verify the institution’s 
compliance with Council standards for approval. 

b) Members of the Council staff.  The Director of 
Academic Affairs or designee shall serve as chair 
of the committee.  

 
The site visit will be scheduled at a time which is mutually 
convenient to the institution and the Council.  The 
institution shall pay the reasonable expenses associated 
with the site visit. 
 

9.7.1.3.2 Following the site visit, the Council staff will prepare a 
report that contains: 

 
 a) a signed report by the site visit committee; and 

b) a recommendation by the Council staff for action 
by the Council regarding granting preliminary 
authorization as provided for in section 9.7.1.4. 

 
9.7.1.3.3 A draft of a staff report prepared in accordance with this 



 

section will be provided to the institution for correction of 
factual errors and comment.  The institutional comments 
will be included with the staff report presented to the 
Council. 
 

9.7.1.4 An institution that provides satisfactory information will be granted 
Preliminary State Authorization by the Council for a period of time up 
to six (6) months.  Within that period of time the institution shall 
satisfactorily complete preliminary information as required by the 
regional or other appropriate, acceptable, accrediting association, and 
shall not accept students, offer instruction, award credits toward a 
degree, or award a degree until granted Category IV authorization 
status. 

 
9.7.1.5 Upon presentation of documentation that the preliminary information 

submitted to the accrediting association is complete and satisfactory, 
the Council will grant the institution Category IV state authorization, 
"Making Reasonable and Timely Progress Toward Accreditation."  The 
institution shall continue the accreditation process immediately. 

 
  Upon receipt of Category IV authorization the institution shall: 
 

(a) Immediately establish an evaluation schedule with the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools or other appropriate accrediting 
association 

(b) Initiate the institutional self-study; 
(c) Host an on-site accreditation visit within 24 months of receipt of 

Category IV authorization status unless that time limit has been 
expressly modified by the Council because of extenuating 
circumstances. 

 
 Failure to pursue accreditation continuously shall result in loss of state 

authorization. 
 

9.7.1.6  An institution with Category IV state authorization shall submit an 
annual report in a format determined by Council staff.  The annual 
report should include the following: 

 
(a) any changes or additions to information previously submitted as 

part of the basis for category IV authorization; 
  (b) copy of current catalog with major changes cited;  

(c) the latest financial statement from the most recent institutional 
fiscal year;  

  (d) an enrollment report from the most recent academic year:  
  (e) a list of all institutional personnel including staff, instructors 

 and agents;  
(f) such other information or clarification deemed necessary by 

Council staff for determination of authorization 
 recommendation. 

 
9.7.1.7 A fee of $500 shall accompany the submission of the annual report. 
 



 

9.7.1.8 Following the on-site accreditation visit, the institution shall be 
continued in Category IV status pending action by the Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools 
or other appropriate accrediting association.  When that action has 
been taken, the institution shall immediately notify the Council which 
will then assign the institution an authorization status from among the 
following: 

 
(a) Category II, Accredited, as a result of the decision by the 

accrediting association to accredit the institution.  This status 
shall change only if the accrediting association changes the 
institution's accreditation status.  An accredited private college or 
university shall notify the Council following each formal action of 
the accrediting association with respect to its accreditation. 

(b) Continuation of Category IV, Maintaining Reasonable and Timely 
Progress Toward Accreditation, based upon the accrediting 
association decision to grant the status of Candidate for 
Accreditation to the institution.  An institution that holds 
candidacy for accreditation shall submit semi-annual reports to 
the Council documenting its progress toward the achievement of 
accreditation consistent with policy of appropriate accreditation 
associations.  Continuation of Category IV status shall not 
extend beyond 6 years. 

(c) Not authorized as a result of denial of accreditation by the 
accrediting association. 

(d) Continuation of Category IV status pending on appeal of denial 
of accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission of the North 
Central Association.  Continuation on these grounds shall only 
be granted upon showing good cause to the Council.  An 
institution's final authorization status will be based upon the 
action taken by the accrediting association. 

 
9.7.1.9 An institution that does not attain either accreditation or candidacy for 

accreditation status after its initial on-site accreditation review, but can 
fully demonstrate continuing progress toward accreditation and the 
likelihood of achieving a satisfactory status upon a second on-site 
review, may be continued in Category IV.  The institution shall have no 
longer than 24 months to schedule a second on-site review in order to 
attempt to achieve accreditation or candidacy for accreditation status.  
Failure to achieve either result in the second attempt shall result in 
loss of state authorization. 

 
9.7.1.10 An institution that is denied preliminary state authorization by the 

Council may appeal the decision in accordance with the provisions of 
section 12 of this rule. 

 
10. AUTHORIZATION AND TERMINATION OF   STATE AUTHORIZATION 

 
10.1 Notification of Authorization Status 
 

10.1.1 Any institution that is granted authorization may receive written 
notification of  acceptable status upon request.  Private colleges or 
universities authorized in Category III shall receive written notification of 



 

the time limits for a satisfactory on-site West Virginia accreditation 
review. 

 
10.2 Termination of Authorization; Notification; Appeal 
 

10.2.1 An institution shall provide the Council with a copy of any notice 
of warning, suspension, revocation or other adverse action 
received from any national or regional accrediting agency within 
five (5) days of receipt of such notice. 

 
10.2.2 The Council may for good cause, suspend, withdraw or revoke 

the authorization of an institution to generate or solicit students 
within the state, place an institution on probation, order refunds 
to students, or forfeit the institution’s surety bonds, or take any 
other appropriate action.  Good cause shall consist of: 

 
10.2.2.1 The institution is no longer making reasonable and 

timely progress toward accreditation while assigned a 
category IV designation as defined in section 9.5.1.4. 

 
10.2.2.2 Loss of accreditation by a nationally or regionally 

recognized accrediting agency; 
 
10.2.2.3 Cancellation of the institution’s bond by the bonding 

company and failure to secure a replacement in 
accordance with this rule; 

 
10.2.2.4 A final determination that the institution has engaged 

in conduct prohibited by this rule, and any specified 
corrective action has not been taken within the 
required time; 

 
10.2.2.5 Closure of the institution without adequately providing 

for the completion of students’ classes or course work, 
without refunding students’ unearned tuition or 
otherwise discharged the institution’s contractual 
obligations to the students; 

 
10.2.2.6 Conviction of the owner of an institution for a felony or 

crime involving administration of the institution or 
involving Federal Student Assistance programs. 

 
10.2.3 Notification to Cease Offering Degrees or Degree Credits 
 
 Institutions that are not authorized but offer degrees and/or 

degree credits in West Virginia shall be notified by certified mail 
that they shall cease immediately to offer degrees and/or degree 
credits.  The Council shall initiate appropriate legal action if 
institutions fail to comply. 

 
 
11. NOTIFICATION:  APPEALS 
 



 

 11.1 Upon receipt by the Council of information constituting any of the grounds 
identified in section 10.2.2 or denial of preliminary authorization, the Council 
shall notify the institution and its owner in writing of its intent to recommend 
denial, suspension, withdrawal, revocation, or other adverse action and the 
grounds for such recommendation. 

 
11.1.1 The owner of the institution may, within ten (10) work days of receipt 

of such notice, request a hearing upon the recommended action.  
Such hearing, if requested, shall be commenced within twenty (20) 
work days of such request at the Chancellor’s office or at such other 
location convenient to the parties and witnesses as may be 
designated by the Chancellor. 

 
11.1.2 The hearing shall be conducted by the Chancellor of the Council or 

his/her designee, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 29A, 
Article 5 of the Code of West Virginia. 

 
11.1.3 The Chancellor or his/her designee may continue the hearing at the 

request of the institution for good cause shown.  Continuance shall not 
be granted as a matter of right. 

 
11.1.4 If the owner or a representative of the institution does not request a 

hearing within the requisite time period, the recommendation of the 
Chancellor or his/her designee shall be deemed unchallenged by the 
institution and reported to the Council for final action. 

 
  11.2 At the hearing, the grounds for denial, suspension, withdrawal, or revocation of 

authorization to operate the institution or other adverse action must be 
established by clear and convincing evidence. 

 
 11.3 Irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly repetitious evidence may be excluded from the 

hearing.  Formal rules of evidence as applied in civil cases in the circuit courts 
of this state shall not be applied.  When necessary to ascertain facts not 
reasonably susceptible of proof under those formal rules of evidence not 
admissible there under may be admitted, except where precluded by statute.  If 
it is a type commonly relied upon by reasonably prudent persons in the conduct 
of their affairs. 

 
 11.4 The rules of privilege recognized by the law of this state shall be followed. 
 
 11.5 Objections to evidentiary offers shall be noted in the record.  Any party to the 

hearing may vouch the record as to any excluded testimony or other evidence. 
 
  11.6 Any party to a hearing may appear with witnesses to testify on his or her behalf; 

may be heard in person, by counsel or both; may present such other evidence 
in support of his or her position as deemed appropriate by the Chancellor or 
his/her designee; and, may cross-examine witnesses called by the Council in 
support of the charges. 

 
  11.7 The hearing shall be open to the general public. 
 
  11.8 A record of the hearing, including the complaint(s), if applicable, the notice of 

hearing, all pleadings, motions, rulings, stipulations, exhibits, documentary 



 

evidence, evidentiary depositions and the stenographic report of the hearing, 
shall be made and a transcript thereof maintained in the Council’s files.  Upon 
request, a copy of the transcript shall be furnished to any party at his or her 
expense. 

 
  11.9 Documentary evidence may be received in the form of copies or excerpts or by 

incorporation by reference. 
 
  11.10 The Council may call witnesses to testify in support of charges and may present 

such other evidence to support its position; and, may cross-examine witnesses 
called by the charged party in support of its position. 

 
  11.11 All parties shall have the right to offer opening and closing arguments. 
 
  11.12 Hearings may be continued or adjourned to a later date or different place by the 

Chancellor or his/her designee by appropriate notice to all parties. 
 
  11.13 All motions related to a case set for hearing, except motions for continuance 

and those made during the hearing, shall be in writing and shall be received in 
the office of the Chancellor at least ten (10) days before the hearing.  Pre-
hearing motions shall be heard at a pre-hearing conference or at the hearing 
prior to the commencement of testimony. 

 
  11.14 All testimony, evidence, arguments and rulings on the admissibility of testimony 

and evidence shall be reported by stenographic notes and characters or by 
mechanical means. 

 
  11.15 All reported materials shall be transcribed.  The Council shall have the 

responsibility to make arrangements for the transcription and provision of the 
reported testimony and evidence to the parties. 

 
  11.16 Any party may submit proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law at a time 

and manner designated by the Chancellor or his/her designee. 
 
  11.17 At any time prior to the hearing or thereafter, the Chancellor or his/her designee 

may hold conferences for the following purposes: 
 

a) To dispose of procedural requests, pre-hearing motions or similar 
matters; 

b) To simplify or settle issues by consent of the parties; or,  
c) To provide for the informal disposition of cases by stipulation or 

agreement. 
 
  11.18 The Chancellor or his/her designee may cause such conferences to be held on 

its own motion or by the request of a party. 
 
  11.19 Evidentiary depositions may be taken and read or otherwise included into 

evidence as in civil actions in the circuit courts of this state. 
 
  11.20 Subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and subpoenas duces 

tecum to compel the production of documents may be issued by the Chancellor 
pursuant to West Virginia Code section 29A-5-1(b). 

 



 

  11.21 Written requests by a party for the issuance of subpoenas duces tecum as 
provided in Section 11.20 of this rule must be received by the Council no later 
than ten (10) days before a scheduled hearing.  Any party requesting the 
issuance of subpoenas duces tecum shall see that they are properly served in 
accordance with West Virginia Code section 29A-5-1(b). 

 
  11.22 Any final order entered by the Council following a hearing conducted pursuant 

to these rules shall be made pursuant to the provisions of West Virginia Code 
section 29A-5-3.  Such orders shall be entered within sixty (60) days following 
the submission of all documents and materials necessary for the proper 
disposition of the case, including transcripts, and shall contain findings of fact 
and conclusions of law unless good cause exists to extend such time or by 
agreement of the parties.  

 
  11.23 Findings of fact and conclusions of law shall be recommended to the Council by 

the Chancellor or his/her designee and must be approved by a majority of the 
Council by vote at a regular meeting, before a final order is entered.  A copy of 
the final order approved by a majority of the Council shall be served upon the 
institution and/or his or her attorney of record, if any, within ten (10) days after 
entry by the Council by personal service or by registered or certified mail. 

 
  11.24 The final order may deny preliminary authorization; may suspend, withdraw or 

revoke the authorization of the institution, place an institution on probation; 
order refunds to students; order forfeiture of the institution’s surety bond and 
disbursement of the funds forfeited disbursed to students injured by the 
institution’s violation of this rule or its enabling statute; or order any other action 
deemed appropriate by the Council, up to and including payment of loans, 
interest and other charges in connection with institution loans, other out-of-
pocket damages, and any nominal damages caused a student by the 
institution’s violation of this rule. 

 
  11.25 All proceedings pursuant to this rule shall be conducted pursuant to and comply 

with applicable statute, including, but not limited to, West Virginia Code section 
29A-5-1, et seq. 

 
  11.26 Any relief a student believes he or she was not rightfully awarded by the 

Council pursuant to this rule may be pursued in any other appropriate forum. 
 
   

12. NOTIFICATION AND DEPOSIT OF RECORDS UPON DISCONTINUANCE OF A 
PROGRAM OR INSTITUTION 

 
12.1 If an authorized institution, branch campus, or extension program of an 

authorized institution discontinues operation in this state, its chief executive 
officer shall notify the Council of the date of discontinuance and the name and 
address of the agency where records will be maintained. 

 
12.2 Records shall be permanently maintained and copies may be obtained by 
 authorized parties.  Such records shall include but not be limited to 
 information pertaining to the admission of each student and former 
 student and the educational record of each student and former student.  
 Financial aid records of each student and former student shall be retained 
  consistent with state and federal regulations. 



 

 
 
13. ADVERTISEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OTHER PROMOTIONAL 

MATERIALS 
 

13.1 An institution seeking authorization shall adhere to the following principles: 
 

13.1.1 “Advertising” includes any form of public notice however distributed.  
Within this definition would be virtually all publications and promotional 
items and efforts that could normally be expected to be seen by 
significant numbers of prospective students or their sponsors.  
Examples include catalogs, bulletins, brochures and other institution 
publications, signs, mailing pieces, radio, television, newspaper, or 
any other form of public notice designed to aid in the institution’s 
recruiting and promotional activities. 

 
13.1.2 An institution shall use its name as shown in its letter of approval from 

the Council, together with a complete address, for all advertising and 
promotional purposes within the state. 

 
13.1.3 All advertisements, announcements and promotional material of any 

kind which are distributed in West Virginia shall be free from 
statements that are untrue, deceptive or misleading with respect to the 
institution, its personnel, its services or the content, accreditation 
status and transferability of its courses or degree, diploma or 
certificate programs. 

 
13.1.4 Reference in advertising to accreditation shall name the agency and 

shall be limited to accreditation currently held by the institution through 
nationally recognized accrediting agencies as defined and listed by 
the United States Department of Education. 

 
13.1.5 No advertisement, announcement or any other material produced by 

or on behalf of an institution of higher education shall in any way 
indicate that the institution is supervised, recommended, endorsed or 
accredited by the Council; neither shall it include the name of the 
Council except to assert that the Council has authorized the institution 
to operate in the state. 



Headcount FTE Headcount FTE Headcount FTE
TOTAL 1,762 1,191.0 5 3.9 1,767 1,194.9 
Beckley 656 336.2 656 336.2 
Bluefield 108 92.8 4 3.4 112 96.2 
Lewisburg 627 471.6 1 0.5 628 472.1 
Summersville 371 290.4 371 290.4 

NEW RIVER COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE ENROLLMENT
BY CAMPUS

TOTALIn-State Out-of-State
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17,148 58.9 7,708 20.9 30.6 15.0 2.51 15.3 2.54 2,880 37.4 2576 33.4 30.0 16.1 33.7
PHILIP BARBOUR HIGH SCHOOL 159 57.9 40 22.2 35.9 14.8 2.54 15.7 2.96 20 50.0 18 45.0 15.0 7.5 17.5
County Total 159 57.9 40 22.2 35.9 14.8 2.54 15.7 2.96 20 50.0 18 45.0 15.0 7.5 17.5
HEDGESVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 273 51.7 102 21.6 11.1 15.6 2.53 15.7 2.66 44 43.1 43 42.2 19.6 15.7 24.5
MARTINSBURG SR. HIGH SCHOOL 270 52.2 120 20.8 15.7 15.2 2.53 15.1 2.46 48 40.0 42 35.0 27.5 15.0 28.3
MUSSELMAN HIGH SCHOOL 221 51.1 88 20.6 18.1 15.3 2.50 15.3 2.36 34 38.6 29 33.0 26.1 14.8 29.6
County Total 764 51.7 310 21.0 14.9 15.4 2.52 15.3 2.50 126 40.6 114 36.8 24.5 15.2 27.4
SCOTT HIGH SCHOOL 154 56.5 74 19.7 48.5 14.4 2.53 15.0 2.57 18 24.3 15 20.3 39.2 27.0 44.6
SHERMAN HIGH SCHOOL 85 58.8 43 20.0 41.9 14.7 2.10 14.4 2.12 14 32.6 11 25.6 46.5 20.9 48.8
VAN HIGH SCHOOL 39 46.2 20 18.1 25.0 14.3 2.18 14.8 2.22 2 10.0 1 5.0 50.0 50.0 60.0
County Total 278 55.8 137 19.6 43.3 14.5 2.34 14.8 2.38 34 24.8 27 19.7 43.1 28.5 48.2
BRAXTON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 151 51.7 61 21.4 28.6 15.5 2.58 15.9 2.56 30 49.2 28 45.9 21.3 6.6 23.0
County Total 151 51.7 61 21.4 28.6 15.5 2.58 15.9 2.56 30 49.2 28 45.9 21.3 6.6 23.0
BROOKE HIGH SCHOOL 259 58.7 121 20.5 13.6 15.5 2.57 15.7 2.66 48 39.7 45 37.2 25.6 9.1 26.5
County Total 259 58.7 121 20.5 13.6 15.5 2.57 15.7 2.66 48 39.7 45 37.2 25.6 9.1 26.5
CABELL MIDLAND HIGH SCHOOL 401 59.9 194 22.3 22.2 15.3 2.68 15.1 2.63 79 40.7 76 39.2 24.2 9.3 28.4
HUNTINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 316 63.3 157 21.9 14.9 15.2 2.61 15.2 2.55 65 41.4 57 36.3 26.8 13.4 32.5
County Total 717 61.4 351 22.1 19.1 15.3 2.65 15.1 2.59 144 41.0 133 37.9 25.4 11.1 30.2
CALHOUN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 108 43.5 39 20.5 31.6 15.9 2.74 15.4 2.66 15 38.5 13 33.3 33.3 23.1 35.9
County Total 108 43.5 39 20.5 31.6 15.9 2.74 15.4 2.66 15 38.5 13 33.3 33.3 23.1 35.9
CLAY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 130 43.9 48 21.1 36.2 15.8 2.23 16.5 2.44 22 45.8 17 35.4 31.3 25.0 35.4
County Total 130 43.9 48 21.1 36.2 15.8 2.23 16.5 2.44 22 45.8 17 35.4 31.3 25.0 35.4
DODDRIDGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 72 73.6 18 20.6 6.7 14.3 2.52 15.3 2.95 5 27.8 4 22.2 38.9 11.1 44.4
County Total 72 73.6 18 20.6 6.7 14.3 2.52 15.3 2.95 5 27.8 4 22.2 38.9 11.1 44.4
FAYETTEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 69 44.9 24 21.5 25.0 15.3 2.30 15.9 2.38 9 37.5 7 29.2 25.0 4.2 29.2
GAULEY BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 23 43.5 11 16.8 54.6 14.4 2.13 22.1 1.85 2 18.2 1 9.1 72.7 72.7 90.9
MEADOW BRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 44 31.8 10 20.8 80.0 14.9 1.94 16.9 1.73 2 20.0 2 20.0 40.0 0.0 50.0
MIDLAND TRAIL HIGH SCHOOL 67 35.8 18 19.8 38.9 15.6 2.04 15.8 2.35 7 38.9 7 38.9 38.9 33.3 44.4
MOUNT HOPE HIGH SCHOOL 31 48.4 8 18.5 0.0 15.5 1.97 14.3 1.86 1 12.5 1 12.5 50.0 25.0 50.0
OAK HILL HIGH SCHOOL 158 44.3 58 20.3 22.8 15.6 2.29 15.7 2.16 21 36.2 18 31.0 39.7 24.1 43.1
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 46 56.5 23 18.6 4.6 15.4 1.88 16.3 1.97 5 21.7 3 13.0 47.8 34.8 69.6
County Total 438 43.4 152 19.9 27.3 15.4 2.15 16.2 2.12 47 30.9 39 25.7 41.5 25.7 49.3
GILMER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 71 54.9 33 21.1 31.3 15.4 3.00 15.6 2.87 22 66.7 18 54.5 36.4 12.1 39.4
County Total 71 54.9 33 21.1 31.3 15.4 3.00 15.6 2.87 22 66.7 18 54.5 36.4 12.1 39.4
PETERSBURG HIGH SCHOOL 91 49.5 43 20.8 57.5 14.1 2.61 14.1 2.65 15 34.9 14 32.6 30.2 4.7 30.2
UNION EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX 18 44.4 8 21.6 37.5 15.5 2.75 15.8 2.42 4 50.0 3 37.5 37.5 0.0 37.5
County Total 109 48.6 51 21.0 54.2 14.3 2.64 14.4 2.61 19 37.3 17 33.3 31.4 3.9 31.4
GREENBRIER EAST HIGH SCHOOL 236 62.7 121 20.0 25.5 14.5 2.59 15.2 2.64 44 36.4 32 26.4 43.0 28.9 48.8
GREENBRIER WEST HIGH SCHOOL 83 42.2 24 20.5 36.4 15.3 2.28 14.9 2.24 9 37.5 6 25.0 50.0 12.5 58.3
County Total 319 57.4 145 20.1 27.6 14.7 2.54 15.1 2.58 53 36.6 38 26.2 44.1 26.2 50.3
HAMPSHIRE HIGH SCHOOL 213 55.9 83 20.3 30.4 15.4 2.42 15.8 2.53 40 48.2 34 41.0 32.5 12.1 34.9
WV SCH. FOR DEAF 2 100.0 2 12.5 100.0 15.0 0.88 12.0 2.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
County Total 215 56.7 85 20.1 32.1 15.4 2.39 15.8 2.52 40 47.1 34 40.0 34.1 14.1 36.5
OAK GLEN HIGH SCHOOL 130 55.4 51 19.6 32.6 15.1 2.25 15.4 2.21 14 27.5 12 23.5 39.2 21.6 43.1
WEIR HIGH SCHOOL 164 65.9 86 20.4 27.1 14.9 2.51 15.6 2.56 40 46.5 40 46.5 19.8 12.8 25.6
County Total 294 61.2 137 20.1 29.3 15.0 2.41 15.6 2.43 54 39.4 52 38.0 27.0 16.1 32.1
EAST HARDY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 57 40.4 22 21.3 30.0 14.8 2.39 15.2 2.47 8 36.4 8 36.4 22.7 18.2 31.8
MOOREFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 82 54.9 41 19.5 24.3 14.5 2.48 15.1 2.35 13 31.7 9 22.0 43.9 12.2 43.9
County Total 139 48.9 63 20.2 26.3 14.6 2.45 15.1 2.40 21 33.3 17 27.0 36.5 14.3 39.7

2004 WV Public High School Graduates Enrolled in WV Public Colleges in Fall 2004,
by County and High School

HANCOCK

HARDY

GILMER

GRANT

GREENBRIER

HAMPSHIRE

CALHOUN

CLAY

DODDRIDGE

FAYETTE

BOONE

BRAXTON

BROOKE

CABELL

State Total 2004

BARBOUR

BERKELEY
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2004 WV Public High School Graduates Enrolled in WV Public Colleges in Fall 2004,
by County and High School

BRIDGEPORT HIGH SCHOOL 193 89.6 135 21.8 36.0 15.1 2.80 15.5 2.93 71 52.6 65 48.1 14.8 6.7 17.0
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL 147 61.2 64 20.6 19.1 14.9 2.53 15.2 2.59 22 34.4 19 29.7 28.1 12.5 29.7
LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL 116 56.0 47 20.2 40.4 14.5 2.70 15.0 2.56 11 23.4 10 21.3 34.0 14.9 36.2
ROBERT C. BYRD HIGH SCHOOL 184 71.7 107 21.1 31.3 14.9 2.81 15.0 2.89 52 48.6 50 46.7 15.9 7.5 19.6
SOUTH HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL 82 57.3 33 20.6 29.0 13.9 2.51 14.1 2.68 9 27.3 9 27.3 27.3 18.2 39.4
County Total 722 70.2 386 21.1 31.8 14.8 2.72 15.1 2.79 165 42.7 153 39.6 20.7 9.8 24.1
RAVENSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 114 64.9 61 22.1 10.7 14.9 3.01 15.0 2.78 26 42.6 23 37.7 37.7 14.8 39.3
RIPLEY HIGH SCHOOL 195 60.5 87 20.2 27.4 14.5 2.55 15.4 2.41 28 32.2 27 31.0 29.9 21.8 35.6
County Total 309 62.1 148 21.0 20.7 14.7 2.74 15.3 2.56 54 36.5 50 33.8 33.1 18.9 37.2
JEFFERSON HIGH SCHOOL 433 51.5 172 21.0 20.0 15.4 2.40 15.1 2.42 65 37.8 59 34.3 22.7 15.7 27.3
County Total 433 51.5 172 21.0 20.0 15.4 2.40 15.1 2.42 65 37.8 59 34.3 22.7 15.7 27.3
CAPITAL HIGH SCHOOL 274 71.9 167 20.7 33.6 14.5 2.35 15.0 2.34 52 31.1 45 26.9 35.3 19.2 37.1
GEORGE WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 231 85.7 128 22.4 42.5 15.1 2.60 15.2 2.70 52 40.6 48 37.5 28.1 10.9 29.7
HERBERT HOOVER HIGH SCHOOL 161 44.7 60 20.5 43.3 15.1 2.27 15.5 2.09 15 25.0 13 21.7 38.3 23.3 41.7
KANAWHA ACADEMY 35 14.3 4 19.3 25.0 13.8 0.46 14.5 0.84 0 0.0 0 0.0 75.0 25.0 75.0
NITRO HIGH SCHOOL 177 68.9 99 21.0 46.2 14.9 2.70 15.1 2.76 39 39.4 39 39.4 30.3 20.2 33.3
RIVERSIDE HIGH SCHOOL 248 51.6 111 19.5 26.4 15.6 2.20 16.5 2.20 27 24.3 23 20.7 47.8 24.3 51.4
SISSONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 156 48.7 65 20.0 53.1 14.3 2.32 15.3 2.29 17 26.2 17 26.2 38.5 18.5 40.0
SOUTH CHARLESTON HIGH SCHOOL 218 69.7 121 20.7 44.2 15.0 2.37 15.3 2.31 39 32.2 35 28.9 36.4 22.3 41.3
ST ALBANS HIGH SCHOOL 183 63.4 103 20.6 41.8 14.8 2.55 15.6 2.51 41 39.8 36 35.0 32.0 13.6 33.0
County Total 1,683 63.3 858 20.7 40.0 14.9 2.42 15.4 2.42 282 32.9 256 29.8 35.7 18.8 38.2
LEWIS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 188 66.0 63 20.0 35.6 15.3 2.78 15.1 2.62 21 33.3 18 28.6 33.3 19.1 36.5
County Total 188 66.0 63 20.0 35.6 15.3 2.78 15.1 2.62 21 33.3 18 28.6 33.3 19.1 36.5
DUVAL HIGH SCHOOL 47 46.8 14 19.9 23.1 14.5 2.21 14.3 2.39 3 21.4 3 21.4 57.1 28.6 57.1
GUYAN VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 57 24.6 9 20.0 62.5 14.6 2.34 12.6 2.18 0 0.0 0 0.0 44.4 33.3 55.6
HAMLIN HIGH SCHOOL 43 48.8 19 20.2 22.2 14.4 2.63 14.8 2.67 5 26.3 5 26.3 36.8 31.6 47.4
HARTS HIGH SCHOOL 54 42.6 20 18.9 41.2 14.3 2.67 13.9 2.19 3 15.0 3 15.0 70.0 35.0 80.0
County Total 201 39.8 62 19.7 33.9 14.4 2.50 14.1 2.38 11 17.7 11 17.7 53.2 32.3 61.3
CHAPMANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 116 61.2 59 19.9 36.0 14.4 2.22 14.5 2.37 16 27.1 15 25.4 54.2 30.5 54.2
LOGAN HIGH SCHOOL 133 54.1 67 20.7 33.3 14.2 2.36 14.3 2.38 16 23.9 16 23.9 46.3 20.9 47.8
MAN HIGH SCHOOL 109 38.5 36 21.2 44.4 14.7 2.53 15.7 2.42 7 19.4 6 16.7 52.8 30.6 52.8
County Total 358 51.7 162 20.5 36.6 14.4 2.35 14.7 2.38 39 24.1 37 22.8 50.6 26.5 51.2
EAST FAIRMONT HIGH SCHOOL 203 64.0 122 21.2 14.5 15.0 2.46 14.9 2.52 47 38.5 45 36.9 25.4 22.1 32.0
FAIRMONT SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 181 63.5 91 21.5 30.7 15.0 2.71 15.3 2.78 38 41.8 37 40.7 20.9 11.0 22.0
NORTH MARION HIGH SCHOOL 196 45.4 79 20.4 24.7 14.9 2.41 15.2 2.46 22 27.8 20 25.3 26.6 20.3 31.7
County Total 580 57.6 292 21.0 21.9 14.9 2.52 15.1 2.59 107 36.6 102 34.9 24.3 18.2 28.8
CAMERON HIGH SCHOOL 59 45.8 20 22.2 57.9 15.6 2.62 15.7 2.44 9 45.0 9 45.0 35.0 5.0 35.0
JOHN MARSHALL HIGH SCHOOL 274 71.9 137 21.3 42.1 15.4 2.50 15.6 2.62 57 41.6 54 39.4 22.6 8.0 24.1
County Total 333 67.3 157 21.4 44.4 15.4 2.51 15.6 2.59 66 42.0 63 40.1 24.2 7.6 25.5
HANNAN HIGH SCHOOL 24 41.7 4 23.0 25.0 16.3 2.38 14.3 1.60 0 0.0 0 0.0 25.0 0.0 25.0
POINT PLEASANT HIGH SCHOOL 147 55.1 68 20.9 33.3 14.9 2.60 14.7 2.56 31 45.6 27 39.7 30.9 13.2 33.8
WAHAMA HIGH SCHOOL 60 63.3 30 20.4 18.5 15.1 2.97 15.3 2.69 14 46.7 11 36.7 33.3 16.7 43.3
County Total 231 55.8 102 20.8 28.9 15.0 2.70 14.9 2.56 45 44.1 38 37.3 31.4 13.7 36.3
BIG CREEK HIGH SCHOOL 47 40.4 17 19.1 58.8 14.6 2.23 15.7 1.96 4 23.5 3 17.6 29.4 35.3 41.2
IAEGER HIGH SCHOOL 105 40.4 36 19.4 40.0 15.3 2.52 15.2 2.06 11 30.6 11 30.6 38.9 30.6 41.7
MOUNT VIEW HIGH SCHOOL 103 43.7 38 18.3 52.8 14.7 2.01 14.5 2.00 5 13.2 4 10.5 65.8 47.4 71.1
County Total 255 43.1 91 18.9 48.9 14.9 2.25 15.0 2.02 20 22.0 18 19.8 48.4 38.5 53.9MCDOWELL
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2004 WV Public High School Graduates Enrolled in WV Public Colleges in Fall 2004,
by County and High School

BLUEFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 131 60.3 65 19.9 12.0 15.3 2.28 15.3 2.51 24 36.9 18 27.7 44.6 29.2 47.7
MONTCALM HIGH SCHOOL 32 28.1 9 16.9 12.5 15.1 3.19 15.3 2.79 1 11.1 1 11.1 88.9 44.4 88.9
PIKEVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 104 49.0 45 21.9 19.5 14.4 2.52 16.0 2.65 20 44.4 19 42.2 35.6 15.6 37.8
PRINCETON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 216 60.7 114 21.0 12.8 15.3 2.56 15.9 2.63 56 49.1 43 37.7 36.8 18.4 39.5
County Total 483 55.9 233 20.7 13.9 15.1 2.50 15.7 2.61 101 43.3 81 34.8 40.8 21.9 43.4
FRANKFORT HIGH SCHOOL 125 65.6 59 21.0 50.0 15.2 2.50 15.7 3.04 21 35.6 19 32.2 23.7 . 23.7
KEYSER HIGH SCHOOL 170 67.6 91 21.2 63.6 15.7 2.82 16.1 2.72 49 53.8 46 50.5 19.8 6.6 20.9
County Total 295 66.8 150 21.1 59.5 15.5 2.69 15.9 2.83 70 46.7 65 43.3 21.3 4.0 22.0
BURCH HIGH SCHOOL 62 43.6 27 19.1 20.0 14.4 2.64 15.4 2.78 5 18.5 5 18.5 74.1 29.6 77.8
GILBERT HIGH SCHOOL 48 58.3 27 21.0 38.5 15.0 2.44 15.4 2.32 8 29.6 6 22.2 40.7 14.8 40.7
MAGNOLIA/MATEWAN HIGH SCHOOL 43 60.5 21 19.9 12.5 14.3 2.21 14.2 2.22 5 23.8 5 23.8 52.4 33.3 57.1
TUG VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 99 58.6 52 18.3 48.6 13.7 1.76 13.8 2.16 9 17.3 7 13.5 67.3 57.7 76.9
WILLIAMSON HIGH SCHOOL 36 63.9 23 18.7 36.4 14.5 2.49 15.7 2.59 9 39.1 6 26.1 52.2 26.1 56.5
County Total 288 56.3 150 19.3 33.9 14.3 2.22 14.8 2.39 36 24.0 29 19.3 59.3 36.7 64.7
CLAY-BATTELLE HIGH SCHOOL 33 51.5 15 22.0 73.3 15.7 2.82 15.7 2.67 9 60.0 9 60.0 13.3 13.3 20.0
MORGANTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 385 75.1 212 20.5 32.8 15.6 2.65 15.4 2.68 98 46.2 93 43.9 8.5 6.6 11.3
UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL 273 68.1 150 21.2 34.2 15.3 2.61 15.4 2.61 58 38.7 56 37.3 6.0 8.7 10.7
County Total 691 71.2 377 20.9 35.9 15.5 2.64 15.4 2.65 165 43.8 158 41.9 7.7 7.7 11.4
JAMES MONROE HIGH SCHOOL 116 59.5 60 20.8 24.1 15.1 2.24 15.8 2.41 19 31.7 18 30.0 36.7 15.0 36.7
County Total 116 59.5 60 20.8 24.1 15.1 2.24 15.8 2.41 19 31.7 18 30.0 36.7 15.0 36.7
BERKELEY SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL 164 43.3 39 21.0 44.4 15.5 2.00 15.5 2.15 11 28.2 8 20.5 18.0 10.3 25.6
PAW PAW HIGH SCHOOL 9 88.9 2 24.0 0.0 17.5 1.81 13.0 3.38 1 50.0 1 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
County Total 173 45.7 41 21.1 43.2 15.6 1.99 15.4 2.19 12 29.3 9 22.0 17.1 9.8 24.4
NICHOLAS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 195 54.4 85 20.1 35.7 15.0 2.49 15.4 2.61 31 36.5 23 27.1 34.1 25.9 41.2
RICHWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 100 38.0 27 19.5 26.9 15.5 2.37 14.3 2.46 8 29.6 7 25.9 37.0 18.5 40.7
County Total 295 48.8 112 19.9 33.6 15.1 2.47 15.2 2.57 39 34.8 30 26.8 34.8 24.1 41.1
WHEELING PARK HIGH SCHOOL 425 75.1 217 21.0 21.7 15.5 2.48 15.2 2.56 101 46.5 97 44.7 18.0 10.6 22.1
County Total 425 75.1 217 21.0 21.7 15.5 2.48 15.2 2.56 101 46.5 97 44.7 18.0 10.6 22.1
PENDLETON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 82 43.9 29 20.9 32.1 15.0 2.69 15.5 2.63 19 65.5 14 48.3 27.6 20.7 37.9
County Total 82 43.9 29 20.9 32.1 15.0 2.69 15.5 2.63 19 65.5 14 48.3 27.6 20.7 37.9
ST MARYS HIGH SCHOOL 94 61.7 37 20.3 8.6 15.2 2.21 15.1 2.15 9 24.3 7 18.9 54.1 21.6 54.1
County Total 94 61.7 37 20.3 8.6 15.2 2.21 15.1 2.15 9 24.3 7 18.9 54.1 21.6 54.1
POCAHONTAS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 69 55.1 21 20.7 30.0 13.5 2.51 15.1 2.32 6 28.6 5 23.8 38.1 14.3 38.1
County Total 69 55.1 21 20.7 30.0 13.5 2.51 15.1 2.32 6 28.6 5 23.8 38.1 14.3 38.1
PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL 322 50.3 120 21.5 29.3 15.3 2.51 15.4 2.43 49 40.8 48 40.0 18.3 10.0 21.7
County Total 322 50.3 120 21.5 29.3 15.3 2.51 15.4 2.43 49 40.8 48 40.0 18.3 10.0 21.7
BUFFALO PUTNAM HIGH SCHOOL 58 50.0 18 20.8 27.8 15.3 3.03 15.0 2.68 7 38.9 6 33.3 38.9 22.2 38.9
HURRICANE HIGH SCHOOL 235 79.2 125 22.2 27.5 15.2 2.63 15.5 2.70 58 46.4 55 44.0 16.8 11.2 23.2
POCA HIGH SCHOOL 102 57.8 47 22.7 20.5 14.7 2.48 15.3 2.68 24 51.1 19 40.4 21.3 6.4 27.7
WINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 160 77.5 84 21.9 20.7 14.8 2.78 14.9 2.59 36 42.9 34 40.5 26.2 15.5 32.1
County Total 555 71.7 274 22.1 24.2 15.0 2.68 15.2 2.66 125 45.6 114 41.6 21.9 12.4 27.7
INDEPENDENCE HIGH SCHOOL 155 43.2 50 20.2 41.7 14.0 2.40 15.3 2.31 10 20.0 9 18.0 34.0 16.0 36.0
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL 138 29.0 28 20.3 51.9 14.2 2.27 14.5 2.22 3 10.7 2 7.1 46.4 14.3 53.6
SHADY SPRING HIGH SCHOOL 133 50.4 54 21.8 49.0 15.3 2.59 15.2 2.57 16 29.6 14 25.9 24.1 1.9 25.9
TEEL EDUCATIONAL CENTER 2 50.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
WOODROW WILSON HIGH SCHOOL 297 63.6 116 20.8 23.8 15.3 2.70 15.5 2.65 40 34.5 35 30.2 29.3 16.4 35.3
County Total 725 50.2 248 20.9 36.6 14.9 2.57 15.3 2.52 69 27.8 60 24.2 31.1 12.9 35.5
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2004 WV Public High School Graduates Enrolled in WV Public Colleges in Fall 2004,
by County and High School

ELKINS HIGH SCHOOL 171 64.9 72 21.5 19.4 14.3 2.36 15.7 2.79 32 44.4 29 40.3 25.0 9.7 26.4
HARMAN HIGH SCHOOL 21 57.1 5 20.8 100.0 12.8 1.25 15.7 1.65 1 20.0 1 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
PICKENS HIGH SCHOOL 4 75.0 2 26.0 50.0 17.5 3.30 17.0 3.38 2 100.0 2 100.0 50.0 0.0 50.0
TYGARTS VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 66 56.1 27 20.3 69.2 14.7 2.12 15.5 1.93 7 25.9 5 18.5 29.6 11.1 29.6
County Total 262 62.2 106 21.3 36.4 14.4 2.26 15.7 2.56 42 39.6 37 34.9 26.4 10.4 27.4
RITCHIE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 96 59.4 47 19.3 27.7 14.7 2.50 14.6 2.40 14 29.8 11 23.4 44.7 23.4 55.3
County Total 96 59.4 47 19.3 27.7 14.7 2.50 14.6 2.40 14 29.8 11 23.4 44.7 23.4 55.3
ROANE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 167 50.3 68 20.8 16.4 15.2 2.54 15.3 2.47 27 39.7 22 32.4 35.3 20.6 36.8
County Total 167 50.3 68 20.8 16.4 15.2 2.54 15.3 2.47 27 39.7 22 32.4 35.3 20.6 36.8
SUMMERS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 102 47.1 37 22.1 27.0 15.2 2.37 15.8 2.41 13 35.1 11 29.7 40.5 16.2 40.5
County Total 102 47.1 37 22.1 27.0 15.2 2.37 15.8 2.41 13 35.1 11 29.7 40.5 16.2 40.5
GRAFTON HIGH SCHOOL 144 78.5 77 20.6 24.7 15.4 2.67 16.0 2.46 31 40.3 30 39.0 20.8 6.5 20.8
County Total 144 78.5 77 20.6 24.7 15.4 2.67 16.0 2.46 31 40.3 30 39.0 20.8 6.5 20.8
TUCKER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 84 59.5 44 20.1 18.6 14.9 2.69 15.8 2.57 17 38.6 13 29.5 34.1 13.6 34.1
County Total 84 59.5 44 20.1 18.6 14.9 2.69 15.8 2.57 17 38.6 13 29.5 34.1 13.6 34.1
TYLER CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL 107 64.5 57 23.2 56.6 15.4 2.75 15.9 2.99 27 47.4 27 47.4 12.3 5.3 14.0
County Total 107 64.5 57 23.2 56.6 15.4 2.75 15.9 2.99 27 47.4 27 47.4 12.3 5.3 14.0
BUCKHANNON UPSHUR HIGH SCHOOL 214 71.0 71 20.5 44.3 15.3 2.48 15.6 2.42 27 38.0 23 32.4 32.4 15.5 36.6
County Total 214 71.0 71 20.5 44.3 15.3 2.48 15.6 2.42 27 38.0 23 32.4 32.4 15.5 36.6
SPRING VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 210 57.1 89 21.0 22.5 15.3 2.54 15.2 2.54 36 40.4 25 28.1 33.7 12.4 40.5
TOLSIA HIGH SCHOOL 78 55.1 26 20.6 45.5 14.5 2.23 15.0 2.20 8 30.8 8 30.8 42.3 34.6 46.2
WAYNE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 116 42.2 34 20.5 27.3 15.7 2.65 14.7 2.39 12 35.3 10 29.4 41.2 26.5 47.1
County Total 404 52.5 149 20.8 27.1 15.3 2.51 15.0 2.44 56 37.6 43 28.9 36.9 19.5 43.0
WEBSTER COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 120 50.0 34 19.8 9.1 14.1 2.45 15.2 2.44 10 29.4 10 29.4 35.3 23.5 41.2
County Total 120 50.0 34 19.8 9.1 14.1 2.45 15.2 2.44 10 29.4 10 29.4 35.3 23.5 41.2
HUNDRED HIGH SCHOOL 26 53.9 11 21.2 22.2 14.1 1.82 16.7 2.10 2 18.2 2 18.2 27.3 9.1 27.3
MAGNOLIA HIGH SCHOOL 138 59.4 70 21.2 35.9 15.1 2.72 15.1 2.73 31 44.3 26 37.1 28.6 10.0 32.9
PADEN CITY HIGH SCHOOL 41 73.2 26 20.4 34.6 15.1 2.94 15.3 3.02 13 50.0 10 38.5 26.9 15.4 34.6
VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 37 54.1 19 20.7 10.5 14.6 2.72 15.9 2.84 7 36.8 7 36.8 31.6 10.5 31.6
County Total 242 60.3 126 20.9 30.5 14.9 2.68 15.4 2.77 53 42.1 45 35.7 28.6 11.1 32.5
WIRT COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 84 52.4 34 18.9 8.8 14.7 2.71 14.6 2.37 10 29.4 10 29.4 38.2 29.4 47.1
County Total 84 52.4 34 18.9 8.8 14.7 2.71 14.6 2.37 10 29.4 10 29.4 38.2 29.4 47.1
PARKERSBURG HIGH SCHOOL 439 65.6 196 21.4 30.7 14.7 2.49 15.0 2.56 63 32.1 60 30.6 20.9 9.7 23.0
PARKERSBURG SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 376 71.8 163 20.8 38.8 14.5 2.31 15.0 2.45 48 29.4 40 24.5 34.4 18.4 39.3
WILLIAMSTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 74 90.5 41 20.4 20.0 14.9 2.59 14.5 2.29 14 34.1 12 29.3 34.2 22.0 39.0
County Total 889 70.3 400 21.0 33.0 14.6 2.43 14.9 2.49 125 31.3 112 28.0 27.8 14.5 31.3
WESTSIDE HIGH SCHOOL 146 44.5 58 21.4 43.4 15.0 2.60 15.5 2.70 21 36.2 18 31.0 39.7 22.4 39.7
WYOMING COUNTY EAST HIGH SCHOOL 130 45.4 47 21.3 33.3 14.8 2.35 15.1 2.75 12 25.5 10 21.3 38.3 23.4 42.6
County Total 276 44.9 105 21.3 39.0 14.9 2.49 15.3 2.72 33 31.4 28 26.7 39.1 22.9 41.0WYOMING
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861 74.8 253 21.6 53.2 15.2 2.69 15.6 2.81 110 43.5 102 40.3 17.8 10.3 21.3
BERKELEY FAITH CHR ACADEMY 10 80.0 5 23.3 25.0 14.4 2.26 15.0 1.82 1 20.0 1 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0

MARTINSBURG CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 5 60.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
BOONE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACADEMY 2 50.0 1 21.0 100.0 6.0 3.50 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

COVENANT SCHOOL 1 100.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
GRACE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 25 72.0 13 26.1 75.0 15.5 2.53 15.6 3.05 7 53.8 7 53.8 7.7 0.0 7.7
MOUNTAIN STATE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 3 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ST JOSEPH CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 19 89.5 7 23.4 57.1 16.0 2.80 15.0 3.00 2 28.6 2 28.6 14.3 14.3 28.6

CLAY CLAY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 3 100.0 2 24.0 100.0 18.0 3.02 17.0 2.86 2 100.0 2 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
BOOMER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 3 66.7 2 19.5 50.0 16.5 2.85 26.5 2.39 1 50.0 1 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0
MOUNTAIN VIEW CHR SCHOOL 4 75.0 2 19.5 100.0 15.0 0.88 18.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 50.0 0.0 50.0
RAINELLE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 6 33.3 1 27.0 100.0 14.0 4.00 16.0 3.38 1 100.0 1 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
SENECA TRAIL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 6 66.7 1 22.0 100.0 16.0 3.62 12.0 3.75 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

HANCOCK MADONNA HIGH SCHOOL 34 76.5 18 19.1 17.7 15.9 2.12 15.0 2.24 5 27.8 4 22.2 22.2 11.1 27.8
HARRISON EMMANNUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 3 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL 24 70.8 15 18.9 21.4 15.4 2.43 15.8 2.87 6 40.0 5 33.3 20.0 6.7 20.0
JACKSON HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 1 100.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CHARLESTON CATHOLIC HIGH SCH. 69 98.6 19 24.5 54.6 16.3 3.26 16.2 3.42 12 63.2 12 63.2 5.3 5.3 5.3
CONQUERORS HIGH SCHOOL 2 50.0 2 21.5 0.0 15.0 3.38 14.0 2.90 0 0.0 0 0.0 50.0 0.0 50.0
CROSS LANES CHR. SCHOOL 23 100.0 12 21.5 70.0 13.8 3.08 14.9 2.99 4 33.3 4 33.3 25.0 8.3 33.3
DOLLIE HILL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 6 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ELK VALLEY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 12 100.0 3 16.7 66.7 15.7 2.77 14.0 2.78 0 0.0 0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
FAIR HAVEN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 9 44.4 2 19.5 0.0 14.5 2.95 15.0 3.60 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
UPPER KANAWHA VALLEY CHRISTIAN S 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

LOGAN BETH HAVEN CHR SCHOOL 6 83.3 4 21.7 100.0 14.8 3.26 14.8 2.20 2 50.0 2 50.0 25.0 25.0 25.0
TRUTHWAY CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 6 16.7 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ACT ACADEMY 2 50.0 1 0.0 0.0 18.0 1.60 16.0 2.33 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CALVARY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 9 77.8 2 18.0 50.0 15.0 2.80 16.5 2.69 2 100.0 0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0
FAIRMONT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 3 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

MARSHALL BISHOP DONAHUE HIGH SCHOOL 21 85.7 11 18.4 75.0 14.6 2.42 15.0 2.73 5 45.5 4 36.4 18.2 0.0 18.2
MASON CHRIST ACADEMY 9 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

WESLEYAN HOLINESS ACADEMY 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
MERCER MERCER CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 12 100.0 2 16.0 0.0 14.5 3.75 14.0 3.38 0 0.0 0 0.0 50.0 0.0 50.0
MINERAL KEYSER CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 170 67.7 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

MINGO CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 2 100.0 1 0.0 0.0 15.0 2.75 15.0 2.75 1 100.0 0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
OMEGA CHR ACADEMY 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CABELL

FAYETTE

2004 WV Private High School Graduates Enrolled in Public Colleges in Fall 2004,
by County and High School

State Total 2004
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2004 WV Private High School Graduates Enrolled in Public Colleges in Fall 2004,
by County and High School

MARANATHA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 2 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 12.0 2.00 12.0 1.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TRINITY CHR SCHOOL 20 40.0 4 18.3 33.3 16.5 2.47 15.3 2.25 1 25.0 1 25.0 0.0 25.0 25.0

MONROE BALLARD CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 4 25.0 1 21.0 100.0 18.0 2.13 15.0 2.45 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
NICHOLAS NEW LIFE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 7 57.1 3 23.0 100.0 14.3 2.33 18.5 2.77 1 33.3 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 87 89.7 52 21.6 52.6 15.2 2.61 15.9 2.79 28 53.8 27 51.9 9.6 9.6 15.4
MOUNT DECHANTAL ACADEMY 17 100.0 3 27.0 100.0 12.3 2.47 16.5 3.80 2 66.7 2 66.7 33.3 0.0 33.3
SPEIRO ACADEMY 3 66.7 2 22.0 100.0 16.5 2.66 16.5 2.92 2 100.0 1 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0
THE LINSLY SCHOOL 57 94.7 10 0.0 0.0 15.1 2.75 15.1 2.50 5 50.0 5 50.0 0.0 10.0 10.0

PRESTON MOUNTAINEER CHALLENGE ACADEMY 3 100.0 3 17.0 0.0 15.3 2.17 15.3 2.36 1 33.3 1 33.3 0.0 33.3 33.3
CALVARY BAPTIST ACADEMY 7 71.4 3 19.7 33.3 14.0 1.38 12.5 2.77 0 0.0 0 0.0 33.3 33.3 33.3
TEAYS VALLEY CHR. SCHOOL 26 80.8 11 22.4 81.8 14.8 3.01 15.8 3.04 5 45.5 5 45.5 18.2 9.1 18.2
TRUTH AND LIBERTY CHRISTIAN 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
GREATER BECKLEY CHR. SCHOOL 15 80.0 5 20.6 40.0 15.4 2.15 13.0 2.45 0 0.0 0 0.0 20.0 0.0 20.0
MABSCOTT CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 3 33.3 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
MT. TABOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 3 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
VICTORY BAPTIST ACADEMY 7 57.1 3 25.3 100.0 15.3 2.87 15.0 3.51 2 66.7 2 66.7 0.0 0.0 0.0

RANDOLPH HART CHAPEL 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
HIGHLAND ADVENTIST SCHOOL 4 50.0 2 26.0 50.0 14.5 3.75 15.0 3.13 1 50.0 1 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
NEW ERA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SUMMERS PIPESTEM CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 4 50.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.00 0.0 0.00 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TAYLOR FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 2 50.0 1 23.0 0.0 16.0 3.31 15.0 3.75 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TUCKER ALLDREDGE ACADEMY 25 72.0 1 0.0 0.0 18.0 2.27 13.0 2.15 0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
UPSHUR UPSHUR CTY CHR ACADEMY 2 100.0 2 20.5 0.0 13.5 2.88 12.0 1.75 0 0.0 0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0

PARKERSBURG CATHOLIC HIGH SCH. 30 86.7 15 23.0 50.0 15.0 3.07 15.5 3.18 8 53.3 8 53.3 20.0 6.7 20.0
PARKERSBURG CHR SCHOOL 1 0.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
WOOD COUNTY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 19 52.6 1 33.0 100.0 15.0 3.20 17.0 4.00 1 100.0 1 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

WYOMING TURKEY RIDGE BAPTIST 1 100.0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

MONONGALIA

WOOD

OHIO

PUTNAM

RALEIGH
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Baccalaureate and Graduate Institutions
24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

Bluefield State College 216 35 37% 40% 50% 66% 56% 66%

Concord University 635 18 22% 11% 37% 56% 44% 61%

Fairmont State University 659 13 8% 8% 30% 46% 33% 46%

Glenville State College 297 7 33% 29% 49% 29% 57% 43%

Marshall University 1,684 40 7% 15% 21% 40% 26% 43%

Shepherd University 663 12 8% 0% 20% 58% 24% 58%

West Liberty State College 399 3 21% 0% 8% 67% 26% 67%

WV State University 355 26 41% 38% 58% 73% 67% 81%

West Virginia University 4,984 55 2% 9% 5% 11% 5% 13%

WVU Institute of Technology 181 1 14% 0% 29% 0% 33% 0%

Total 10,073 210 9% 19% 17% 43% 20% 46%

2004 Total 9,884 281 10% 26% 17% 43% 21% 50%

Council for Community and Technical Education 
Institutions

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

24 and 
Under

25 and 
Older

Community and Technical College at WVU Tech 135 29 47% 24% 56% 59% 64% 66%

Community and Technical College of Shepherd 144 61 38% 31% 40% 30% 53% 46%

Eastern WV Community & Technical College 35 42 23% 31% 40% 57% 40% 62%

Fairmont State Community and Technical College 406 138 33% 25% 49% 30% 59% 41%

Marshall Community and Technical College 324 114 51% 24% 73% 30% 78% 35%

New River Community and Technical College 222 119 26% 35% 44% 48% 51% 59%

Southern WV Community and Technical College 427 90 51% 59% 69% 74% 74% 78%

WV Northern Community College 301 114 25% 27% 58% 75% 61% 76%

WV State Community and Technical College 252 71 56% 38% 69% 65% 77% 75%

WVU at Parkersburg 535 165 30% 43% 53% 55% 56% 63%

Total 2,781 943 39% 34% 58% 51% 64% 59%

2004 Total 2,741 934 39% 36% 59% 54% 66% 62%

Developmental Course Enrollment of First-Time Freshmen by Age Group, Fall 2005

All First-Time 
Freshmen

Developmental
English
Courses

Developmental
Math

Courses

Any
Developmental

Courses

All First-Time 
Freshmen

Developmental
English
Courses

Developmental
Math

Courses

Any
Developmental

Courses




